
 
 

I 
 

 

CONTENTS  

 

Certificate          I 

Declaration          II 

Preface          III-IV 

Acknowledgment         V-VI 

Scheme of Transliteration        VII 

Contents                     VIII-XIII 

CHAPTER-I: INTRODUCTON       1-35 

 Part I:  

1.1 Concept of Bhakti 

1.2 Definition of Bhakti 

1.3 Ways of Bhakti 

1.4 Life Sketch of Śaṅkaradeva 

1.4.1 Date of birth 

1.4.2 Place of birth 

1.4.3 Childhood and education 

1.4.4 Marriage life 

1.4.5 Second marriage  

1.4.6 Meeting with Mādhavadeva 

1.4.7 Social life 



 
 

II 
 

1.5 Bhakti according to Śaṅkaradeva 

1.6 Significance of the study 

1.7 Statement of the problem  

1.8 Objective 

1.9 Methodology 

1.10 Limitation of the Study  

1.11 Definition of some key words 

1.12 Chapterisation 

            Part II : Concept of Mass Communication 

1.13 Concept of Communication 

1.14 Meaning and Definition of Mass Communication 

1.15 Elements of Mass Communication 

1.16 Types of media 

1.16.1 Traditional media 

1.16.2 Electronic media 

1.16.3 Print media 

1.16.4 New media   

CHAPTER-II: REVIEW OF RELATED LITERATURE  36-58 

CHAPTER-III: BHAKTI MOVMENT IN INDIA IN GENERAL AND ASSAM  

         IN PARTICULAR     59-72 

  3.1 Bhakti Movement in India 

   3.1.1 Origin and Development 

   3.1.2 Salient Features of Bhakti Cult 



 
 

III 
 

  3.2 Bhakti Movement in Assam 

   3.2.1 Origin 

   3.2.2 Background 

  3.3 Religious Scenario of Assam before Śaṅkaradeva  

   3.3.1 Śaivism  

   3.3.2 Śaktism 

   3.3.3 Vaiṣṇavism 

  3.4. Conclusion 

CHAPTER-IV: BHAKTI MOVEMENT AS A MASS COMMUNICATION  

          SYSTEM IN ALL INDIA PERSPECTIVE   73-94 

  4.1 Different Phases of Bhakti Movement  

   4.1.1. 1
st
 Phase: In South India 

   4.1.2. 2
nd

 Phase: In North India 

   4.1.3. 3
rd

 Phase: In East India 

  4.2 A Brief Life History of the Reformers of Bhakti Movement 

   4.2.1. Ālvārs 

   4.2.2. Nayanārs 

   4.2.3. Nathamuni 

   4.2.4. Yamunācārya 

   4.2.5. Śaṅkarācārya 

   4.2.6. Rāmānujācārya 

4.2.7. Rāmānada 

4.2.8. Kabīrdās 



 
 

IV 
 

4.2.9. Guru Nānak 

4.2.10. Mīrābāi 

4.3. Messages of Bhakti Movement 

4.4. The Medium through which Bhakti Movement was Propagated: 

4.4.1 In South India: 

4.4.2. In North India 

  4.7 Receivers 

CHAPTER-V: ŚAṄKARADEVA’S LITERARY DEVICES AND MASS  

         COMMUNICATION SYSTEM                95-153 

  5.1 Śaṅkaradeva’s Literary Works: An Overview 

  5.2 Literary Devices as Mode of Mass Communication 

  5.3 Messages of Bhakti through Literary Devices 

   5.3.1 Messages for Religious Reformation 

    5.3.1.1 Reformation in Devotional Practices 

    5.3.1.2 Reformation in Expensive Rituals 

    5.3.1.3 Reformation in Cooperation of All Castes and  

      Classes 

   5.3.2. Messages for Social Reformation 

    5.3.2.1. Messages for Moral Education 

    5.3.2.2. Messages for Mass Education 

    5.3.2.3. Messages for Social Education 

  5.4. Messages of Bhakti in Devotional Scriptures 

   5.4.1. Hariścandra-Upākhyāna 



 
 

V 
 

   5.4.2. Ajāmilopākhyāna 

   5.4.3 Amṛta –Mathana 

   5.4.4. Nimi Nava Siddha Saṁvāda 

   5.4.5 Balichalana 

   5.4.6. Kurukṣetra 

   5.4.7.Uttarakāṇḍa Rāmāyaṇa 

   5.4.8. Rendering of Bhāgavatapurāṇa, 

   5.4.9. Kīrttana-Ghoṣā 

   5.4.10. Daśama 

   5.4.11Bhakti Pradīpa 

   5.4.12 Anādi-Pātana 

    5.4.13. Bhakti-Ratnākara 

5.4.14. Guṇamālā 

  5.5. Receivers 

CHAPTER-VI: ŚAṄKARADEVA’S CULTURAL DEVICES AND MASS  

         COMMUNICATION SYSTEM           154-229 

  6.1 Śaṅkaradeva’s Cultural Works: An Overview 

  6.2 Cultural Devices as Mode of Mass Communication 

   6.2.1 Aṇkīyā Nāṭ    

   6.2.2 Bargīt 

   6.2.3. Cihnayātrā 

6.2.4  Nām Prasaṅga 

6.2.5. Nāmghar 



 
 

VI 
 

6.2.6. Musical Instrument 

6.2.7. Bṛndāvani Vastra 

6.3. Messages of Bhakti through Cultural Devices 

   6.3.1 Messages for Religious Reformation 

6.3.1.1. Reformation in Devotional Practices 

    6.3.1.2. Reformation in Expensive Rituals 

    6.3.1.3. Reformation in Cooperation of all Class and  

         Castes 

6.3.2 Messages of Social Reformation 

    6.3.2.1. Moral Education 

    6.3.2.2. Mass Education 

    6.3.2.3.  Recreation 

    6.3.2.4. Socialisation 

  6.4 Receivers 

  6.5 Śaṅkaradeva’s Pilgrimage as Mass Communication System 

    6.5.1 First Pilgrimage 

    6.5.2 Second Pilgrimage 

Chapter-VII: FINDINGS AND CONCLUSION               230-234 

  REFERENCES                   235-242 

     

  

 


