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CHAPTER-V
KARL MARX: CONCEPT OF SOCIAL

RECONSTRUCTION

Karl Marx (1818-1883) is a famous German econosmuist social philosopher
of the 19 century. ‘He is known in the world as the foundérscientific socialism,
the architect of socialism, the champion of commomia good organizer, committed
revolutionary, a voracious reader, an effectivetavria historian, an economist, a
political propagandist, a journalist, a great huiteian and a philosopher. He
committed himself to the cause of the exploitedkiay class and declared a kind of
an intellectual battle against the exploiting rimhthe capitalist class.As a rational
thinker, he sets political and economic principtesrder to lay scientific foundations
of socialism. He seeks to understand the problemthe human society through
historical analysis and treats history as a proa#ssonflict between antagonistic
forces and classes i.e. ‘the haves’ and ‘haves Aotording to Vladimir llyich Lenin,
the revolutionary ideologies of Marx are great stifee contributions to social history.
He says that ‘Marx’s philosophical materialismraohas shown the proletariat the
way out of the spiritual slavery in which all opgsed classes have hitherto anguished

the true position of the proletariat in the gensyaitem of capitalisnt.

! Rao, C.N.Shankar.C.(2008pciology Primary Principles of Sociology with antrbduction to

Social Thoughtsp.680.

2 Lenin, I. V.(1977)Collected Works -From Marx to Map.28.
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Karl Marx as a social thinker was committed to these of the welfare of the
working community. The ultimate purpose of the thiois of Karl Marx was to
achieve the welfare of the working community andbtpothe foundation of a classless
society based on social harmony and justice. Mtk very strongly supported the
philosophy of social reconstruction for social ajpaiin the society. Marx insisted that
men make their own history and human history is ghecess through which men
change themselves.

Karl Marx’s explanation of social reconstructiascorded privilege to the
economic factor over social and religious factdarx believed that the expansion of
the productive forces determined the society’sti@iawith the production system.
The relations of production influence the pace dinelction of economic development
and also comprise the real foundation of societywdnich the legal and political
superstructure correspond definite forms of sociatyd where their mode of
production and the production of material wealtl tire chief determining factors of
social reconstruction.

Throughout his life Karl Marx fought against theploiters and their servitors
to give social justice. As a social scientist, imgin purpose was to ensure economic
and social justice and to organize the workingkas a revolutionary fight against
capitalism and to establish the victory of socrmalisThrough his revolutionary
thoughts, Marx inspired all the working-classes didtl a great deal to promote the
international solidarity of the workers of all cduas in the world. ‘The whole life

Marx wielded the weapons of relentless criticisneobneous ideas, spurious slogans,
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pseudo-scientific theories, uneasiness, hypocrisg fint-heartedness, issuing a
challenge to the ruling classes and ideologiebfigal leaders’.

The base of the social reconstruction concept afxMansists of the mode of
production and superstructure represented by lagdl political structure, religion,
morals, social practices, literature, art and caltetc. Karl Marx predicted that the
capitalist socio-economic system creates interraisibn between owners of
production and labour. This would lead to its desion and replacement by a new
system of socialism and the class antagonism. Mackvely fought for its
implementation. Marx asserted that the working slabould carry out organized
revolutionary action against capitalism and bribgwt socio-economic emancipation.

Karl Marx along with Friedrich Engels in tft@ommunist Manifesteays that
‘the history of all existing societies is the histof class struggle’, where they analyse
the rise and fall of an economic system. However,most remarkable interpretation
of his thought on social reconstruction is thah@orporates the law of evolution to
humanity as a whole and not to the individual. Elscept of social reconstruction
means a classless and stateless society basedlectidal materialism and economic
determinism. He believed thatthrough proletariatohation or class struggle the
economic security, social development and freeddnseaif —expression can be
achieved in society.

5.1: Karl Marx: A brief Biographical Sketch:
Karl Marx was born on"®8ay, 1818 in the Rhenish city of Trier in Germany.

The name of his father was Heinrich Marx and mosheame, Henrietta Pressburg

® Lenin, I.V.op.cit, Pp.13-14.
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Marx. Karl Marx was ancestrally Jewish. Marx’s nratd grandfather was a Dutch
rabbi, while his paternal line had supplied Triggbbis since 1723 and this role was
taken by Marx’s grandfather Meier Halevy Marx. Thmlonged to rabbinical families
and teachers of the Jewish religion. For a busiresson, the father of Karl Marx had
converted himself to Lutheranism in 1817.Karl Maras baptized in 1824 at the age
of six. Karl Marx’s father Heinrich Marx, in his #tthood, was known as Herschel
and he received a secular education. He becamenerand lived a wealthy and
middle-class life with a family owing number of M@k Vineyards.At that time, due
to main protestant denomination in Germany and dfausHeinrich took on the
German forename as Yiddish Herschel. Heinrich Maas a man of no mean of
accomplishments. Therefore, Engels said-

‘He was a widely read and well acquainted with thherks of the leading
French thinkers of the Y&entury. Prominent in his private literacy were thorks of
Rousseau and Voltaire and Thomas Pairieights of ManHe had a good knowledge
of the works of Locke, Leibniz and Lessing and hte dawyer who acted as advocate
at the High Court of appeal. He commanded greaiexsamong his colleagues. Marx
later wrote that his father was -noted for hisgnity of character no less than for legal
ability.™*

Henrietta Pressburg, the mother of Karl Marx, wd3uéch woman and semi-
literate person. The lady was from a prosperousbas family which later founded

the company of Philips Electronics in Germany. dntcast to Marx’s father, Henrietta

4 Marx, Karl and Engels, F.(197&pllected WorksVol-11. p.96.
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retained her Jewish faith. Karl Marx was th&cild, out of nine children of Heinrich
Marx and Henrietta Pressburg. Young Karl Marx waptized into the Lutheran
church in August-1824. Karl Marx married his chibdill acquaintance Jenny Von
Westphalen of Germanyin June 1843.Unfortunately] Kearx's wife died ofcancer

on December 2, 1881 at the age of Sixty-one (61).

Karl Marx became the father of seven children. Bwing to the poor
conditions, only three of them survived to adodith. Karl Marx’s sons-in-law were
prominent and also known as France socialists agreé whe members of parliament.
One of Karl Marx’s daughters Eleanor was activehia British Labour Organization
during that period.

5.1.1: Education of Karl Marx:

Karl Marx received his early education at Tribtarx attended a Lutheran
elementary school and Friedrich Wilhelm GymnasiumTrier for five years. In
October 1835, Karl Marx was enrolled into Bonn Unsity of Germany and attended
the courses of Law. In the University of Bonn, Mawined the Poet’s Club which
was monitored by a group containing political radkc In 1941, Karl Marx received
the doctorate degree in Philosophy from the ‘Ursitgrof Jena. His thesis was tre
Difference between the Democritean and the Epicufailosophywhere his thesis
was described as a daring and original piece okwomwhich set out to show that

theology must yield to the superior wisdom of p&iphy”.

" Wheen,Francisp.cit, p..32.
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5.1.2: Karl Marx as a Journalist:

In 1942, Karl Marx started his career as a joushah the liberal Cologne
newspaperRheinische Zeitungand later became its chief editor. Under Marx’s
direction, the ideological lineage of the paperdme increasingly more revolutionary
and democratic. During his tenure as an editorwthgngs of Karl Marx underwent
a shift from revolutionary democracy to communiitds. In 19 January 1843, the
Prussian Government banned the newspRpeinische Zeitungn March 18, 1843,
the police led reprisals launched by Prussian aitith® resisted the further publication
of the paper. Karl Marx was forced to resign. Irndber 1843, Karl Marx and his wife
moved to Paris. Karl Marx has studied the work tofpian socialism and met English
and French economists in Paris. Marx attended th&ers' meetings and got in touch
with the leaders of the secret league and alsommehbers of Clandestine French
workers socialists. During that period, the edéband the other writings stood for the
thoughts of Marx. Through this paper, Karl Matarted liberally sprinking with
democratic principles, humanism and idealism.

As a journalist, writings of Karl Marx have rejedt the abstractness of
Hegelian philosophy that contained imagination toiptan communists. In Paris, Karl
Marx started publishing German-France yearbook 8441 ‘As a Young Hegelian,
Karl Marx encountered two sets of ideas--Franceigdiem and English Political
Economy. It was the way, in which Marx has combiftghelianism, Socialism and

Political Economy that shaped his intellectual widion.®

8 Ritzer Gorge.(2011¢ontemporary Sociological Theopyl22, cited in Rao, C..N. Shankar.

(2000)Sociology: Primary Principles of Sociology with Burtroduction to Social Thoughtp.681.
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5.1.3: Karl Marx and Friedrich Engels:

In 1844, Friedrich Engels came to Paris and metl Kearx. Later, Engels
became his closest friend, benefactor and lifelooitaborator. They took active part
in the then seething life of the revolutionary gyeun Paris and vigorously combated
the various doctrines of petty-bourgeois socialigm1847, Marx and Engels joined
secret propaganda for society called the Commuugiague. They took a prominent
part in the second congress of the league at Lanlem result, the famous bodke
Communist Manifestof the Communist party got published in 1848, weh&rith the
clarity and brilliance of genius, this book outknéhe new world outlook to the
consistent materialism which also embraced themezl social life, dialectics as the
most comprehensive and profound doctrine of theldgwnent, the theory of the class
struggle and of the world-historic revolutionarye@f the proletariat and the creator
of a new communist society.Marx and Engels became the best friends who shared
many ideas commonly. Marx wrote in collaboratiorthwiengels the famous books
The Holy Family and the German Ideologywas a historical outcome of the
collaboration of these two souls. Yet, in practitere were some differences in ideas
between Marx and Engels. Marx tended to be a higbbtract thinker, a disorderly
intellectual and very oriented to his family. Ergy@as practical thinker, a neat and
tidy businessman and a womanizer. Despite theserelifces, Marx and Engels had
developed good friendship and worked in many areasjoint manner. Engels wrote

about Marx in the following way ‘Marx could very Wéave done without me. What

° Lenin, I.V..(1997)Collected WorksVol-I. p.13.
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Marx accomplished | would not have achieved. Mdaood higher, saw further, and

took a wider and a quicker view than all the rést Marx was a genius®.
5.1.4: Karl Marx as Theoretician:

Marx in collaboration with Engels founded the theof scientific communism
that enunciated the laws of dialectical and histrmaterialism and discovered the
theory of Surplus Valuelrhese have been considered as theories of evegasttical
significance. As a theoretician, Marx was alsodhief architect of the theory of class
conflict and the theory of alienation. Therefore,it known as the father of Scientific

Socialism.
5.1.5: Karl Marx and the International Working Men’ s Association:

In 1864, September 28 the International Working Men’s Associatiomas
founded in London. Karl Marx was the heart and soiuthis organization. Marx
united the working-class movements of various coesitand strived to direct their
energy and potentiality through the channel of tlmt organisation. The first
International Working Men’s Associationad accomplished its historical role and

made way for a movement in all the countries ofviioeld.
5.1.6: Karl Marx and Das Kapital (Capital) :

The Capital or Das Kapital was the unique contribution of Karl Marx. In

London, Karl Marx studied economics and focusedhendevelopment of industrial

1% McLellan, David. (1973Karl Marx-His Life & Thought Introduction part. Cited in Rao, C.N

Shankar. (2000%ociology Primary Principles of Sociology with amrbduction to Social Thoughts
p.681.
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capitalism. The failure of the political revolutiat Vienne, Hungary, Berlin Paris and
Germany etc.in1848 compelled him to withdraw frootivee revolutionary activities.
He devoted much of his attention on serious andildet research on the workings of
the capitalist system. In 1865, Marx delivered @use onWage, Price and Profiat
the general council meetings of th@ernational Working Men’s Associatiomhich
expounded the fundamental ideas of his future Veluimof The Capital In 1866,
Marx worked on the final version of Volume | @he Capitaland prepared it for
publication at Otto Meissenner in Hamburg publisii@nally, the most famous work
of Karl MarxThe Kapital (Das Capitalfhe first volume came out in 1867.The two

other volumes of this book was published posthuryous
5.1.7: Views of Marx Regarding India:

Marx very keenly observed the Indiandpendence and wrote ¢ime British
Rule in India i the New York Daily Tribune on 35June 1853.Marx’s notes on
Indian history and other writings clearly reveas kieep understanding of the Indian
society and changes brought about by the Britisithat article, Marx dissected the
real exploitative nature of the British politicaystem and analyzed a typical
perspective, where he reached to the roots of tbielggn. The major observation of
Marx was that the misery inflicted by the British blindostan was of an essentially
different and infinitely mere intensive kind thath Hindostan had to suffer before.
Marx writes that ‘all the civil wars, invasions, vidutions, conquest, famines,
strangely complex rapid and destructive as the essgige action in Hindostan may

appear, did not go deeper than its surface. Engleasl broken down the entire
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framework of Indian society, without any symptomg reconstruction yet
appearing™.
5.1.8:Death of Karl Marx:

Marx, being a revolutionary, was greatly disappeiiy when he learnt that the
Paris Commune of 1871 met with failure. ‘The diegration of the International
Working Men’s Associations in 1876, the failurewafrious political movements and
added to all these things, his personal illnesdritried to his collapse. He died in
London on 1% March 1883 in the age of sixty-four. The Familddriends of Karl
Marx’s in London buried Marx’s body in High gatencetery, London, on 7March

1883'1
5.1.9: Literary Works of Karl Marx (with Friedrich Engels):

In 1844, Karl Marx met Friedrich Engels and bothcme closest friend,
benefactors and life- long collaborators. Theioa&gion provided a new sprit for his
writings. Both Karl Marx and Engels wrote books, publishetickes and worked
together for radical organizations. The literaryntributions of Karl Marx and

Friedrich Engels are as follows-

' Marx, Karl and Engels. F. (1969glected Work/ol-I. Pp.488-489.
2 Marxist Organization, 1883Frederich Engels Speech at the grave of Karl Madigh Gate
Cemetery LondoriMarch 17, Translated by Mike Lepore in 1993>acce:ss€23/08/2018.



Table 5.1

184

Literary Works of Karl Marx (with Friedrich Engels)

Year Name of the Books/Articles Writer Writer
1842 Comments on the Latest Prussi&arl Marx
Censorship Instruction
1842 On Freedom of the Press Karl Marx
1843 Critique of Hegel's Philosophy pKarl Marx
Right
1844 On the Jewish Question? Karl Marx
1844 Economic and Philosophi&arl Marx
Manuscripts
1845 The Holy Family Karl Marx
1845 Theses on Feuerbach Karl Marx
1845-46| The German ldeology Karl Marx Friedrich Elsg
1846 A Critique of German ldeology Karl Marx Frieztr Engels
1847 Poverty of Philosophy Karl Marx
1848 The Communist Manifesto Karl Marx Friedrichgéls
1848 Speech: On the Question of Fré@rl Marx
Trade
1848 The Communist Manifesto Karl MapFriedrich Engels
1848 Speech: Communism, Revolutiokarl Marx
and a Free Poland
1848 Demands of the Communist Party Karl Marx | Friedrich Engels
Germany
1849 Wage-Labour and Capital Karl Marx
1849 Wage —Labour and Capital Karl Marx
1850 England 17 c. Revolution Karl Marx| Friedrich Engels
1850 The Class Struggle in Franch,1848 ikarl Marx

1850
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1852 The Eighteenth Brumaire of Loui&arl Marx
Bonaparte

1857 Introduction to a Contribution to th&arl Marx
Critique of Political Economy

1857 Pre-Capitalist Economic Formation  Karl Marx

1857 The Grundrisse Karl Marx

1859 A Contribution to the Critique ofKarl Marx
Political Economy

1861-63| Theories of Surplus Value,Vol.1 Karl Marx

1861-63| Theories of Surplus Value,Vol.2 Karl Marx

1861-63| Theories of Surplus Value,Vol.3 Karl Marx

1865 Address: Value, Price and Profit Karl Marx

1867 Capital Volume-1 Karl Mar

1869 Abolition of Landed Property Karl Marnx

1871 The Civil War in France Karl Marx

1871 Resolution of the LondgrKarl Marx | Friedrich Engels
Conference on Working- Class
Political Action

1875 Critique of the Gotha Program Karl Marx

1880 Introduction to the Programme of thi€arl Marx
French Workers Party

1885 Capital Volume 2 Karl Mar

1894 Capital Volume 3 Karl Mar

Source :

www.marx and engels library.comarx Critique of Hegel Philosophy of Right,
original writer Karl Marx.(1970). Translated-Malleyoseph O: Oxford University
Press.accessed on 05/60/2017.
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5.2: Karl Marx and Social Reconstruction:
5.2.1: Social-Political Condition:

Rhenish city of Trier that time was a part of thimgdom of Prussia’s
province.The Rhenish city of Trierlies on the bamkghe Mosel, a tributary of the
Rhine, and was one of the oldest towns of Germanyhe middle Ages, it was the
large diocese, the residence of the archbishogesf Hut it subsequently declined in
importance compared with other towns along the &hDuring that time, ‘a sharp
social contrast existed between the urban pooggilng out a miserable existence and
the prosperous minorities of the townsfolk. Theialist theories were also echoed in
Tier and Ludwig Gall*®

Marx spent his childhood and youth in Rhinelandhe Teconomically and
politically most developed part of Germany, whettee‘Rhine valley was a scene of
military operations by revolutionary armies, peasgrisings and actions by German
democrats inspired by the Jacobin ideas of libextyyality and brotherhood\fter
France’s victory, the left bank of the Rhine wasoiporated into the France Republic
and later into Napoleons Empire. During Napoleaime, the feudal system has been
abolished. The big estates of the landed gentrytleen¢Church were broken up, feudal
privileges were abolished and trial by jury and dgewis code, which was introduced
by Napoleon. All of which, encouraged industrialelepment in the area of Rhin¥".
As a result, the economic and political changasénRhine province in the 1820s and

1830s, ‘reflected the all social process in the iewlad Germany and a clear the path

13 Sdobnikov,Y.(1968)-3Karl Marx- A-Biography p.18.
14 Sdobnikov, Yop.cit p.15.
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for capitalism as it had done in England and Frat@atthe advancement of the
industrial revolution and capitalism ruined all $hatisans and traders and brought
immense sufferings to the workers who were savagalyloited in the capitalist
factories. Hundreds and thousands of workers wedendant by the new machines.
The spread of large-scale machine production lethéoconcentration of masses of
workers at the factories, helping them to unite gratlually ridding the time artisans
of their petty-bourgeois mentality and their futileeams of once again operating their
own small enterprises. As their class consciouswessawakened, the workers came
to see that their enemy was not the machine, mtmhnufacturer himself and the
privileged propertied classes as a whole. In 188d 4834 proletarian uprisings
occurred in Lyonsa major industrial centre in France. The local vees fought on
the barricades and inscribed on their banners thitordive working or die fighting
The Utopian socialists like Henri —Saint Simon, @és Fourier and Robert Own’s
sharp and striking criticism of the evils of thepitalist system remarked accurate
predictions about the future communist society.fdmour of Henri —Saint Simon,
Charles Fourier and Robert Own'’s criticism on cafsi, Frederick Engels wrote the
following words in the year 1874 — ‘Scientific salism rests on the shoulders of
Saint-Simon, Fourier and Own, the three men whepite all their fantastic notions
and all their utopianism, stand among the most entithinkers of all time and whose
genius anticipated innumerable things the correstnef which is now being

scientifically proved us®

5 sdobnikov, Yop.cit p.16.
6 Marx, Karl and Engels, F.(197@pllected WorksVol-23. p.630.
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5.2.2: Natural Sciences in the I9Century:

In the 19" century, the development of natural science wassuaily rapid.
The metaphysics in natural science gave way tediabl ideas concerning the unity
and historical development of the world, in whidhe' three discoveries in natural
science has become particularly in shaping and tanotsting the dialectical
materialistic views on nature. These are the Law tlé Conservation and
Transformation of Energy. It was discovered byRmessian scientist Lomonosov, the
German scientist and British physicist. Lomonosemdnstrates the material unity of
the world and indestructibility of matter and metid’The theory of the Cellular
structure of living organism was evolved by the ®ais Botanist Goryaninav, the
Czech Botanist Purkyne and German scientist Schne@idd Schwann. All of them
saw that the material element, the cell, was thedation of any more or less complex
organism. By demonstrating, all of them have opered way to a proper
understanding of the development of an organism.

Another important development was Darwin’s theaofy evolution. As an
English scientist, his view was that the specieplafts and animals were accidental,
unconnected with anything. Darwin scientificallyoped that the complex higher
organism has been formed from the simple and l@sgainism, not by divine will but
through the action of the laws of natural selectigrerent in nature itself. Darwin also
demonstrated that man, too, was a product of thiepged evolution of living matter.

Thus, these three achievements of natural sciemmsources of philosophical

thoughts during that time had deep impact on thgtphical outlook of Marx and

' Hanna, George. (Ed.).(196®)arxist Philosophies- A Popular Outlinp.41.
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Engels . Marx and Engels were ‘able to make a pmodostudy of the history of
philosophy and made use of the basis that had pemtuced by many centuries of
philosophical thought. The German classical phitbsoof the 18 century, all the
philosophy of Hegel and Feuerbach became the dihedretical source of Marx’s
philosophy later?®

5.2.3: Influence of other Thoughts and Writers on Mrx:

The social reconstruction philosophy and thougtit€arl Marx are found to
be inspired and influenced by lot many criticalupbts and schools. Some of those
theoretical sources can be cited as follows- Gerrdumalist Philosophy, French
Socialism and English and Scottish Political Ecopom
5.2.3(i): German Idealist :

Karl Marx has been deeply influenced by thinkéms Immanuel Kant, G.W.
F. Hegel and Ludwig Feuerbach. Immanuel Kant (1¥2d4) or Kantian philosophy
was the basic foundation of Marxism. The metaplalsiew on nature was
propounded by Kant. His cosmogonist hypothesis thas the earth and the solar
system were not eternal, but it was the resulheflong development of matter. This
concept of Kant was developed by Hegel and Heghéfectical method has been
taken up by Karl Marx in his philosophy.

George Wilhelm. Friedrich Hegel (1770-1831) wa® tmost prominent
philosopher in Germany. Hegel's followers have beended into two wings- the
right-wing Hegelians and left-wing Hegelians. Thght-wing Hegelian offered the

conservative interpretations of Hegel's work. Tleé-Wing Hegelian moves to an

8 |bid. p.41.
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atheistic position and many of them become revohatiies. The Left-wing group
included Ludwig Feuerbach, Bruno Bauer, Friedriciy&ls and Karl Marx and they
are also known as young Hegelians. Marx’s view @stohical materialism was
influenced by Hegelian dialectics. Hegel was aralide and Marx sought to rewrite
dialectics in materialist term. Karl Marx has sunnized the materialistic aspect of
history in the preface ofA Contribution to the Critique of Political EcongmThe
mode of production of material life conditions thecial, political and intellectual life
process in general; that all the social and palitielations, all religious and legal
system, all the theoretical outlooks which emergéistory, are to be comprehended
only when the material conditions of life of thespectively corresponding epochs are
understood and the former are derived from thestnmaa conditions. It is not the
consciousness of men that determines their beind, their social being that
determines their consciousne$s.’

Ludwig Feuerbach (1804-72) was a German philosophd anthropologist.
Feuerbach’s philosophy was that people formulaté& social and political thought as
per their socio-cultural foundation and their miatleneeds. In his workThe Essence
of Christianity,Feuerbach said that the whole consciousness afsarpés the result of
the interaction of sensory organs and the extevodd. Again, Feuerbach argued that
‘a god is a reality, a creation of man and thatdgbelities people attribute to God are

real qualities of humanity?°

¥ Marx, Karl and Engels,F.(1969elected Worka/ol-1I. p.509.
%0 Feuerbach, L.(1881Essence of ChristianityEnglish Translation from German). Evans, Marian.
p.213.
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Marx and Engels analyzed Feuerbach's emphasissople and human need
and a movement towards a materialistic interpratatif society. Marx said that it is
the material world that is real and that our idefg are consequences, not causes of
the world. Marx believed that the idea that matenarld cannot be hidden by the
ideal world. On the contrary, Marx thought thattbigally and socially, specific
ideology has prevented people from seeing the mahteonditions of their lives
clearly. Therefore, Marx and Engels said in @&rman ldeologyhat- ‘the phantoms
formed in the human brain are also, necessarillimates of their material life-
process, which is empirically verifiable and bouted material premises. Morality,
religion, metaphysics, all the rest of ideology atetir corresponding forms of
consciousness, thus no longer retain the semblahaedependence. They have no
history, no development; but men, developing theaterial production and their
material intercourse, alter, along with this theial existence, their thinking and the
products of their thinking. Life is not determinkyg consciousness, but consciousness
by life.’?*
5.2.3(ii): Thoughts and writings of the English andother French thinkers :

Karl Marx was one of the critiques of the most IwWehown political -
economists mainly the British classical economists Adam Smith (1723-1790) and
David Ricardo (1772-1823). His criticism of the adeof Adam Smith and David
Ricardo founded on the fact that their concept cdnemy reflected specifically

capitalist institutions and not innate natural gndies of human society. It was, hence,

2L Marx, Karl and Engels, F. (1969%%erman Ideologycited in Marx, Karl & Engels,Belected

WorksVol-lll. p.25.
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partial and incomplete by nature. Therefore, Maainted that the source of profit
under capitalism was value added by workers nat pat in wages. This new school
of thought developed by Karl Marx primarily wantea insight development of the
proletariat. This concept of Marx is found in hieory of Surplus Value. Marx has
developed this theory in his work&pital-A Critique of Political Economya
dialectical investigation into the forms of valuglations. Therefore, works of Marx
are distinct from the works and ideology of Ad@mith and David Ricardo

Karl Marx was also influenced by the writings bétFrench Philosophers like
Jean-Jacques Rousseau-(1712-1778) Charles Fodi&2-1837, Henri- de Saint
Simon (1760-1825) and Pierre Joseph Proudhon (1869).In 1833, in French, left
thinkers like Charles Fourier and Saint Simon triedexamine and analyse the
different types of problems arising out due to thdustrial Revolution. Charles
Fourier wanted to replace modern cities with Utapt@mmunities and Saint Simon
advocated directing the economy by manipulatinglicr&hese plans and programmes
of Fourier and Simon on the political and sociahgimation were expanded by Karl
Marx.

In 1848, Pierre- Josheph Proudhon participatedché uprising of the First
Republican Proclamation in the New Republic. Praudbelieved that there needs
the transfer of the control of economic relatioonfr capitalist and financiers to
workers, which was explained by Proudhon in hisko@/hat is Property It was
convinced by Karl Marx and wrote that private pmapeshould be abolished. In the
Holy Family, Marx said that not only does Proudhon write ie thterest of the

proletarians, but he was also himself a proletaiaaad his work is a scientific
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manifesto of the French Proletariat. Later, Karlrialisagreed with Proudhon’s
Anarchism and published vicious criticism of Prooadhthoughts. However, Karl
Marx’s works of thePoverty of Philosoph{1847) as a refutation of Proudhonthe
Philosophy of Poverty.

Rousseau was one of the modern political thinketsy prominently wrote
about private property. Marx mentioned about thdings of Rousseau and argued
that the goal of government was to secure free@dmmuality and justice for all within
the state regardless of the will of the majorityarKMarx has taken the idea of
egalitarian democracy from Jean Jacques Rousstawights.

The other thinker’s like Friedrich Engels (1820-@5d Charles Darwin (1809-
1882) has deeply influenced the thoughts and wofkkKarl Marx. His revision of
Hegelianism was also influenced by the bddle Condition of the Working Class in
England (1844, written by Engeldylarx and Engels have worked together and their
collected works were published under the titldse German Ideology (184&hdThe
Communist Manifesto (1848Regarding their joint efforts, Engels said thathat |
contribute at any rate with the exception of my kvor a few special fields. Marx
could very well have done without méAgain, Engels added —Marx was genius, we
others were at the best talent. It, therefore iyghears his name?

Charles Darwin was another important thinker ofglend, who had deep
influence on the Karl Marx’s thoughts. In 1859 efhiich Engels wrote a letter to Karl

Marx that he was just reading Darwin’s book, whighs now absolutely splendid.

22 Marx, Karl. & Engels, Fop.cit.p.4.
2 |bid,p-4.
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Engels has sent 1,250 copies of Charles Darwinisngs onThe Origin of Species
for Karl Marx. Karl Marx wrote back to Engels anaid that this book contained the
natural history of the foundation for the histoticzaterialism. In 18 January, 1861,
Marx wrote to his friend Ferdinand Lassalle thaafi®in works were most important
for Natural Science and the Historical Class Streiggin 1863, Marx quoted
Darwin’s contribution in his workTheories of Surplus valuand said that in the
splendid work, Darwin did not realize that by digenong the Geometrical Progression
in the animal and plant kingdom and where he ovewh Thomas Robert Malthus
theory on geometrical progressidviarx believed that there was a connection between
the works of Thomas Robert Malthus and the ideaBarfvin. In 1862, 18 June,
Marx wrote a letter to Engels and said that ‘| amuaed at Darwin, into when |
looked again when he says that he applies the Mg#h theory also to plants and

1?° Hence, Marx has a strong liking for Darwin’s theand a clear influence on

anima
his thought. For example, when thH¥ @erman Edition o€apitalwas published, Karl
Marx sent a copy to Darwin of his book with theldaling words- ‘Mr. Charles
Darwin, on the part of his sincere admirer Karl Mdrondon 18' June 1873. Darwin
wrote back to Marx in October 1873 and said thdielieved that we both earnestly
desire the extension of Knowledd8.’

Thus, the ideas and aspects of the philosophy @élsteconstruction of Karl

Marx is tremendously influenced by different wréemnd their writings. But, inspite of

24 www.marxistorganizationMarx’s Economic Manuscript&l861-63). MECW, Vol-3-33, Translated

by Ben Fowkes> accessed on 05/06/2017
% saul, K. Padover. (198®arl Marx- An Intimate Biographyp.157
% Foster,John. Bellamy.(200®)arx’s Ecology-Materialism and Naturep.207
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being influenced by so many thinkers, his soci@lornstruction thought is entirely

different, where he expressed the deep interebiegbroletariat and the working-class

of the society. ‘Marx was not only the founder b&tnew philosophy of scientific
socialism but also the leaders of the growing nevohary movement of the
proletariat and brought about a revolution in pdijehy.?’

5.3: Karl Marx’s Social Reconstruction Philosophy:

The philosophy of social reconstruction emphasthes social question and
guestions about society in a better effort to @ematmore successful society. Karl
Marx’s social reconstruction philosophy aimed & #stablishment of an egalitarian
society. To establish an egalitarian society, Mzag classified three different models
related to three different stages. They can be sohimthe following-

e The Humanist Modetlt interprets history as both the alienation aadlization
of the human essence.

e The Productive Forces Model It interprets history as the progressive
augmentation of the productive forces and a mowengoverned by the
contradiction between the forces and relationsgofipctions and

e The Class Struggle Modelt interprets historical change as resulting frime
struggle between contending classes.

The above mentioned models are logical and distaiegories offered by Karl
Marx. Marx frequently combined these models for concreistorical analysis.
Through historical analysis, Karl Marx advocateatlassless and stateless society

through a proletarian or workers revolution for kens economic security, social

2" Hanna, G.(Ed.). (1968)larxist PhilosophiesPp.42-43.
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change and reconstruction of society with the foeedf self-expression. Again, his
philosophy of social reconstruction sought to ustierd the problems of human
society through historical analysis and treatetbhysas a process of conflict between
antagonistic forces and classes. Hence, ‘Marx’saboeconstruction philosophy is a
scientific expression of the interest of the wogkinlass and developed in close
connection with the proletariats class struggle &mdoe the grave-digger of the
capitalist system with the creator of a new sos:liad;bciety.35 Karl Marx’s social
reconstruction philosophy is based on dialecticatemalism and materialistic
interpretation of history, because in solving thadamental questions of philosophy,
Marx’s thoughts recognized the materiality of theorM. Marx criticized the
speculative philosophy that equals metaphysics wiéology. Marx’s thinking was
attempted to separate key findings from ideologiiates. The social reconstruction
philosophy of Marx, comprehended the natural reeftilthe historical development
from primitive periods to the establishment of stism through class struggle. Thus,
Karl Marx’s social reconstruction philosophy is &@ldctical which examined the
material world in the process of motion, developtreerd regeneration.
5.4: Dialectical Materialism and Historical Materialism (Basic foundation of
Karl Marx’s Social Reconstruction Philosophy):

(i) Dialectical Materialism:

The word dialectical materialism was introduced &yRussian Marxist
Plekhanov. Karl Marx borrowed the idea of dialeaitiaonethod from German

philosopher G.W.F. Hegel (1770-1831) and combinesith his Materialism. Hegel

% Sdobnikov, Yuri..(1989)arl Marx- A Biography p.10.
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had postulated that idea or consciousness wass#emee of the universe and that all
social institution was the manifestations of thearging forms of an idea. Hegel
believed that the idea was evolved into new forrasalnse of its inherent tension,
exemplified by the clash between a thesis (pattigh) and anti-thesis (opposite of
thesis) and again a partial truth resulting in bgsts (which is nearer the truth).But,
Karl Marx’s dialectical materialism has been basedmatter (not the idea) is the
essence of the universe. The social institutidhesmanifestation of changing material
condition. Matter underwent the dialectical processause of its inherent tension,
until perfect material conditions. Class conflgthe manifestation of this process. For
Marx, the dialectical materialism is a science Whi& based on the correct solution of
the fundamental question of philosophy. It revehks most general, dialectical law
governing the development of the material worldislthe way for its cognition and
revolutionary transformation.

Ingredients of Marx’s Dialectical Materialism:

Matter and Motion:

Philosophically, the word matter is a conceptategory, which expresses the
property that is common to all objects and phenanénis the objective reality of
existing outside of man’s consciousness and befigated in his consciousness. The
concept of matter not only gave an idea about®fg#neral properties of the objective
world but also a primary category of knowledgeshibws that man can cognize the
world and it indicates the source of knowledgalsb provides a basis for the solution
of the major problems of the theory of knowledghe basic principles of dialectical

materialism was that the matter recognized theablg world which around us and
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recognition of the ability of the human mind. It ams the concept of matter reflecting
the cardinal principles objective world, which lietmost important pivotal category of
dialectical materialism.

Motion as a form of Matter:

Matter exists only in motion and manifests orer@g itself. As an inalienable
attribute, motion is the existence of matter. Tfee Lenin said that-“never
anywhere has there been matter without motion,caor there be?® However, the
motion of matter is absolute and eternal. It caithee be created nor creatable and
indestructible. Dialectical materialism does natuee the diversity of forms of motion
to a single mechanical or any other form, but asses motion with the change, with
the development of bodies, the coming into beinthefnew and passing away of the
old. Therefore, motion is understood by dialectiosterialism as any change or
change in general, which encompasses all the agaag in the universe from the
simplest mechanical displacement to such an extyepwmnplex process of human
thinking.

Space and Time:

The philosophical concept of space reflects theensal property of material
bodies. It occupies a definite place and is todoated in a particular way with respect
to other objects of the world. The time reflectg ttniversal property of material

processes to follow one after another in a defisdquence to possess duration and

2 Lenin, 1.V. (1959)Anti Dihring. p.86.
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develop by stages. Lenin wrote-‘there is nothingha world but matter in motion
cannot move otherwise than in space and tithe.’

The most important attribute of space and timthésr objectivity. Regarding
the objectivity of space and time, the dialecticedterialism reveals that most of the
general principles, proceeding from the premises datermined by the nature of
matter itself. The eternity and infinity of mattbus determine the eternity of time and
infinity of space. It means that both have nevel &deginning and will never have an
end.

Hence, Karl Marx’s philosophy of dialectical maaism examined the world
in constant of motion, change and development. ifimmerable bodies of the
universe, the solar system, the earth and evegtlon it were the product of
prolonged development of matter. Marx believed tthet man himself, the most
perfect product of nature took shape in the procéshe evolution of the material
world. Human society, too, is developing at the aehistorical progress and
unprecedented social change.

(i) Historical Materialism:

The historical materialism was the only scientifieory of social development
by Karl Marx and Engels. ‘It was a method for thegeition and revolutionary
transformation of society. Historical materialisas, a science of the most general laws
governing the development of society, is an integramponent of Marxist

philosophy®". Lenin said that there are three sources and coempguarts of historical

% Lenin, I.V.(1977)Collected Works/ol-14. p.175.
31 Hanna, G.(Ed.). (1968)larxist Philosophiesp.17.
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materialism. These are German philosophy, Britisfitipal economy and French
socialism. Dialectical materialism represents théogophical basis of Marxism and
historical materialism represents its scientificsiba Historical materialism of Marx
implies the economic relation of society that meahsreby men and women provide
their sustenance, produce, exchange and distribatthings, which regards necessary
for the satisfaction of their needs and exist gopnelerant influence in shaping the
progress of society and in moulding the socialitigal, intellectual and ethical
relationship. Marx argued that all type of socwlhtions, prevailing at any stage of
historical development, is determined by economoicditions. Marx observed that in
the social production of life men enter into ddénielations that are indispensable and
independent of their material productive forcese um total of this relation of
production constitutes the economic structure rélad basis on which rises a legal and
political superstructure.

Marx and Engels elaborated the new world outlaokicritique of German
post- Hegelian philosophy. Marx and Engelghe German ideologpresented the
materialistic view of history in three parts -theemises, the concept and the
conclusions. Both formulated their premises name#} individual, their activity and
their material conditions of activity, which werémsiltaneously the premises of
history itself and of the materialist view of histoBoth philosophers believed that in
human history men might be in a position to liveed food, drink, clothes and
dwellings. This is the first historical act and theduction of the means to satisfy
their needs. Therefore, the whole life of a humaimdp in a society determined by its

mode of production with the main aspects of soadlvity emerging as a different
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mode of production. Again, Marx and Engels see thatnatural conditions in which
men lived and act are also historical and in aetgcthe material environment itself
becomes the product of man’s historical activithu3, the material production marked
the start of man’s social history and that distisbas man from animal. Therefore,
both said that— ‘men can be distinguished from afgrby consciousness, by religion
or anything else like. They themselves begin tdirdisish themselves from animals’
as soon as they began to produce their means sisefce

Hence, Marx and Engels consistently applied maiem in examining every
aspect and phenomenon of social life, productiah sotial relation, the state law of
morality, religion and philosophy and the genemlirse of the concrete periods and
events of history. Both completed their expositadnthe materialistic conception of
society and its history with an examination of tteems of social consciousness
bringing out, in particular, the relationship beémethe predominant consciousness
and the ruling class and showing the class charatténe ideological superstructure.
In favour of the historical materialism of Karl Maand Engels, Lenin wrote-‘the
elaboration of the materialistic view of history sva major scientific achievement, a
real revolution in social science and one of theg éddements of the revolution brought
about in philosophy my Marx and Engels. For thstfirme, materialism was extended
to the cognition of social phenomena, thereby Inglgo overcome the inconsistency
of all earlier materialism. It was the first cohetrescientific view of the whole
historical process and a truly scientific methodtfe study of history. By elaborating

the new world outlook, Marx and Engels provided fingt theoretical substantiation

32 Marx, Karl & Engels, F. (1969 ollected WorksVol-5. p.31.
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for scientific communism. Again Lenin writes-Marxjshilosophy is consummate
philosophical materialism which has provided madkand especially the working
class with powerful instruments of knowledd@.’

Thus, historical materialism is a scientific theaf social development by
Karl Marx and F. Engels. They summed up the hisatbmaterialism in the following
writing - ‘this conception of history depends orr ability to expound the real process
of production, starting out from the material protlon of life itself, and to
comprehend the form of intercourse connected whiith and created by this mode of
production(i.e., civil society in its various stayeas the basis of all history; and to
show it in its action as state, to explain all diiéerent theoretical products and forms
of consciousness, religion, philosophy and ethars] trace their origins and growth
from that basis; by which means, of course, thelahiing can be depicted in its
totality ( and therefore, too, the reciprocal actiof these various sides on one
another).It has not, like the idealistic view ostory, in every period to look for a
category, but remains constantly on the real grooihdistory; it does not explain
practice from the idea but explains the formatibideas from material practice; and
accordingly, it comes to the conclusion that atitie and products of consciousness
cannot be dissolved by mental criticism, by resotuinto “self -consciousness “or

transformation into apparitions, specters, fanclés’

% Lenin,1.V.(1977). CollectetiVorksyol-19. p.25.

% Marx ,Karl& Engels .F.(1969ollected Worksyol-1, Pp.41-42.
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5.5: Karl Marx and Social Reconstruction-(developmat of individual to
community level):

Karl Marx had provided a revolutionary programnoe the emancipation of
the exploited class and suggested revolutionanhaoast for changing the traditional
pattern of the prevailing social composition. Madmlieved that in such a society,
people live in peace, harmony, enjoy the true foeed liberty and enjoy full
opportunity to develop their potentiality and perality. To establish a real ideal
socialist society, Marx believed the method of laBuggle and the establishment of
the dictatorship of the proletariat is ultimatelittvering away of the state. Thus, Marx
advocated communism as the highest form of socsétg men work for each
according to their ability and need.

5.5.1: Human Nature:

Karl Marx’s concept of human nature was originallgrived from German
philosopher and anthropologist Ludwig Feuerbach®04-72). Originally, Marx did
not refer to the word human nature. Marx usedsitsgecies being or species essence
and referred to the nature of each human and haynasia whole. Marx argued that
the conception of human nature was formed in tha&litp of social relation. Marx
wrote-‘man is directly a natural being. As a naltlb@ing and as a living natural being
is, on the one hand, endowed with natural powata| gowers-is an active natural
being. These forces exist in him as tendenciesaailiies as instructs’®

Marx conceived that human nature is ‘composed esfdéncies, drives,

essential powers and instinct to act in order ttisfyathe need for external

% Marx, Karl.(1844)The Economic and Philosophic Manuscrips56.
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objectived’. Hence, Marx believed that eating, drinking andcpeating etc are
genuine human functions. However, when abstraatech fother aspects of human
activity, the human being turned into final andlasive ends, they are anim#lAs a
whole, Marx believed that human natures are toifbereint from other animals.

In favour of it, Marx wrote that ‘men can be digfuished from animals by
consciousness, by religion or anything else yow.lifhey themselves begin to
distinguish themselves from animals as soon as ltlegyn to produce their means of
subsistence, a step which is conditioned by theysigal organization. By producing
their means of subsistence men are indirectly miodutheir actual material life®®

It means human produce their physical environnientother animals do not
produce aspects of their environment. This ratidinalight of Karl Marx’s was found
in the following Sanskrit dictum-

ahara nidra bhaya maithunaficaaeanymetat pgubhirnaranam/

dharmo hi teamadhiko \desa# dharmea hinah pasubhiz sananah//*

It means —Eating, slumber, fear and enjoyment wfase the general characteristics of
men and animal and it is natural. But, what difféi@es man and animal is religion -
those who do not abide by religion are none othen ta beast. Herdharmaimplies

the activities of the human being through whiclebens a livelihood and also acquires

dignity of his labour. Without labour, he cannotredn the same spirit of this Sanskrit

37 Marx, Karl &Engels. F.(1845kerman IdeologyChapter- 4.

% Marx Karl and Engels.F.(196%elected Work&/ol —I. p.20.

% Marx,Karl. & Engels, F.(1845German IdeologyChapter- I.
40" Surabtarati, P-25
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dictum, Karl Marx and Engels wrote in t@®mmunist Manifest(1848) the following
line- ‘he, who does not work, neither shall be’éat.

Thus, Marx believed ‘human being turned into alfiand exclusive end, they
are animdf. Hence, Marx acknowledges that man makes hisalifitvity itself an
object of his will and consciousness. This is tleasciousness of activity and this
conscious life activity directly distinguished mfaom animal life activity.*?

5.5.2: On Political-Economy:

Karl Marx’s views on Political Economy afeund in his workThe Economic
and Philosophic Manuscripts of 184, which, Marx wrote in the preface ‘by means
of a wholly empirical analysis based on a cons@est critical study of political
economy.**The main object of Marx on this manuscript wasdworfulate the critique
of private property and to establish political eoary. Marx believed that man’s
emancipation is possible only when civil societyadically transformed and capitalist
system is destroyed. For this, Marx addressedeartasses and proletariat and placed
his political sympathies entirely with the workingeople. Marx believed that
economic thought was to be developed not throughntbvement of some absolute
spirit but through the historical metamorphose wigie property. Marx wrote - ‘the
political economy becomes the handmaiden of alrgighpital and political economy
becomes the scientific conscience of the “empiragarators” the capitalist. The real

course of development in the sphere of producsosuch that the capitalist ultimately

41 Marx, Karl. & Engels, F.(1848Jhe Communist ManifestBreface

42 Marx,Karl.(1844)The Economic and Philosophic ManuscrigBhapter-I
43 |bid.Chapter-I

4 Karl, Marx. & Engels, F.(1969 ollected Worksp. 231.
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vanquishes the landowner and highly developed f&ripeoperty gains the upper hand
over “underdeveloped or immature private propefty’.

Thus, the primary crux of Marx’s critique of boeris political- economy lay
in the category of alienation and alienated labeurich proceeded from the actual
economic fact. Therefore, Marx turned to man’s aldde and derived alienation from
its conditions, which are determined by private evship of the means of production.
Marx’s thought on alienation was as a form of sbci@xus of social intercourse
between men under which their living and workingditions, the product of their
activity and their relations with each other, appédaas an alien and hostile external
force. Marx believed that alienation is the diretitcome of the private property
system. Again, Marx believed that man exists inetgand is a product of society not
just of society in the abstract, but in every inst& of a definite form of society. For
Marx, private property was the basis and the cafisdienation or self-alienation of
labour. Hence, Marx concluded that societal emanticip from the private property
has been a necessary and cardinal condition for ét@nomic and political
emancipation of the workers, which was a tangihlpessession of alienation. It is
only through politico-economic system the workezsiancipation as well as the
universal human emancipation is possible.

5.5.3: On Economy:

Marx’s thoughts on economy are found in his wb&s Capital-l The first

volume was published in 1867.The other t@apital Volumes were published by

Friedrich Engels after Marx’s death. Marx’s earlpriss, The Critique of Political-

4 Marx, Karl & Engels Fop.cit .p.313.
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Economywas mostly incorporated witbas Capital, Volume-IKarl Marx's thoughts
on the economy were deeply influenced by the alaksiconomist. i.e. Adam Smith,
Thomas Malthus and David Ricardo. For example, Waarrx followed the Adam
Smith economic thoughts on Laissez-Faire econonmgrev Adam Smith in his work
The Wealth of Nationél776) has maintained a Laissez-Faire economy asaltay
importance in the division of labour, which led goeater productivity. Karl Marx
followed the economic thoughts of Smith and claintkdt the most important
beneficial economic consequence of capitalism isapid growth in productive
abilities. Marx also expanded greatly on the notiwext labourers could be harmed as
capitalism turns more productive. Marx also notedt tthe great advance made by
Adam Smith beyond the physiocrats in the analy$isusplus-value and hence of
capital, which was only one definite kind of corteréabour- agricultural labour that
creates surplus-value.

5.5.4: Class Structure and Class Struggle or ClasSonflict:

Marx believed that class was only the manifestatiof economic
differentiation. The class structure of societycading to Marx, was based on
economic status. Marx defined a class, as all thpsgple who share a common
relationship to economic production. Those who oamd control the means of
production i.e. the slave owners, feudal landowoerthe owners of property such as
capital were the dominant class or haves. Thosewdri&ed for them i.e. the slaves,
peasants or industrial labourers are the sub-aelirdass or haves not. The
relationship between the two classes was not dntipminance and subordination but

also of exploitation. Therefore, Marx believed thia essence of exploitation and the
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source of conflict between the classes have beegtaanal one; it has been existing

throughout history. Marx offered a comprehensivéiniteon of classes. Regarding

class structure, Marx wrote a letter to J. Weydesneyf March 5, 1852, that- ‘no

credit is due to me for discovering the existentelasses in modern society or the

struggle between them ... what | did that was news to prove-

e That the existence of classes is only bound up pattiicular historical phases in
the development of production

e That the class struggle necessarily leads to tttatdrship of the proletariat

e That this dictatorship itself only constitutes tinansition to the abolition of all
classes and to a classless sociéty’.

Here, the First and third points of Karl Marx‘s neehe most important tenets
of historical materialism. The first definition i@gnized that classes are determined by
historical phases of production and the letter chdite historically transitory nature of
class societies. Thus, the Karl Marx’s thought s conflict or class struggle was an
integral part of historical materialism, which isuhd in The Communist Manifesto
(1848) of Marx and Engel, where both write- ‘the history al hitherto existing
society is the history of class struggles. Freemad slave, patrician and plebeian,
lords and serf, guild- master and journeyman, waad, oppressor and oppressed,

stood in constant opposition to one another, chwieuninterrupted”®

46 Marx, Karl & Engels, F.(1969Belected Correspondenge69.
48 Marx, Karl & Engels, F.(1848)The Communist Manifestp.1.
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Simply, the geneses of Class conflicts given byl Kiarx are as follows-
Table 5.2

Geneses of Class Conflicts

Division of Society
Haves Have not’s
Owner of major means Dependent on their labour
of production power to earn their living
Dominants Class Dependent Class
Tendency of Class Conflict Urge to over through
suppression

Source-Gauba, O.P.(2013An Introduction to Political Theory. 41.

The Communist Manifesto also contains their vieegarding the status of
class conflict in modern capitalist society .Mand&Engels here says that the modern
bourgeois society that has sprouted from the roirisudal society has not done away
with class antagonism. It has, but established mdagses, new conditions of
opposition and new forms of struggle in place & td ones. This status of class
conflict in the capitalist society was rightly obged by Karl Marx and Engels ifhe
Communist Manifestand write- ‘the other classes decay and finalgagpear in the

face of modern industry; the proletariat is itscsgeand essential product®

49 Marx, Karl & Engels, Fop.cit,p.13
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This observation of Karl Marx and F. Engels orssks and class struggle was
later carried out by Lenin in his article 8nGreat Beginnintf’, where Lenin works on
classes distinguish four main aspects. This are-

e |ts place in a historically determined system dafigloproduction.
¢ Relation to the means of production.

¢ Role in the social organization of labour and

e The mode of acquiring and size of social wealth.

Karl Marx’s theory of class structure and classflict advocated the view that
each society has been inhabited by two classey. 8ilee— the haves and have not’ sor
the ruling and ruled clas3he haves own the means of production and the have
are the seller of their labour. Each class is amesgic to the other and both are
involved in the struggle. Therefore, Marx believitt the history of hitherto to
existing societies has been a history of clasgygted a history of strife and struggle
between the haves and have-nots.

5.5.5: The Workers Ownerships and Control over meas of Production and

Surplus Value:

Karl Marx‘s social reconstructive principle condesn and rejects the
bourgeoisie democracy due to class rule, inequaiploitation and class dominance.
Marx believed that it is a system of capitalistlexation of state power. Therefore, to
establish socialism; Marx called upon the workersinite together and overthrow it
by workers revolution. Hence, Marx advocated andthup a strong favour of

proletarian revolution against bourgeoisie demagcragain, Marx believed that to

%0 Lenin ,I.V.(1977)Collected WorksVol-29. p.421.
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overthrow capitalism and bourgeoisie democracyudihoproletarian revolution the
workers used all powers and resources for recuthiagultimate objectives of securing
a full-fledged socialist society i.e. classless atadeless society. This doctrine of class
conflict represents the sociological basis of Msemxi Marx argued that labour was the
sole creator of the value of the four factors afduction-viz- labour, land, capital and
organization Three factors of land, capital and organizatiom sterile because they
are of reproducing only what is put in thelharx said that the value of the commodity
was the product of labour. The actual amount odlalemployed in the production of
the commodity is called its natural price. It difefrom its price in the market or
market price. In a free-market society, fostereadyyitalism, the worker was forced to
sell labour at the market price. In a capitalisitegn, capitalist exploits labour’s full
potential to work, but pays them only subsistenegy@s. The value produced by the
worker may be split into two parts; one part wakl ppa the worker toward his wages,
the other part was pocketed by the capitalist apiufit. This second part is described
by Marx as surplus value and the rent and intenespaid from the surplus-value.
5.5.6: On Principle of Communism:

Marxian principle of communism served not for theloiting classes but the
working class, where all the working people argtalby Marx to live and work for
the common good and happiness. Marx and Engelsrkechat in The Communist
Manifestothat-‘the working people men have no country’.

Theoretically, Marx demonstrated that their need dbolishing exploitation

and creating classless communism, which was praigurscientific, correctly

1 Marx, Karl. & Engels, F.(1848Jhe Communist Manifestp.21.
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reflected the objective reality and expressed tta needs of society’s material life. It
is incompatible with a religious and idealist woddtlook, which distorts the real state
of affairs. This ideology of communism establishieg Marx was based on the
philosophy of dialectical and historical materialis

For the establishment of the principle of commomid/arxian philosophy
scientifically analyzes the need for abolishingitism, relations of domination and
subordination with new social relations of comrdwgsand mutual assistance. Thus,
the principle of communism, propounded by Karl Maays a transformative role to
cherish the wishes and thoughts of the people aadenwidespread among the
working class and all the other working people.sTiinciple of communism by Karl
Marx later became an ideological work of the ComisuRarty, which combined the
ideas of socialism and communism with the revohdiy activities of the masses. It
was found in the activities of the Communist PartyUnited State of Soviet Russia
(USSR), where the programme of the Communist Raryoviet Union stated that-
‘all-round development of people will be accompay the growth of the productive
forces through continuous progress in science actthblogy’>

Again, Marx believed that for the transition to @&wn socio-economic
formation, the communism makes a radical transftionaof the class structure.
Under the influences of communism, the working €lggirsues its activities in
alliances with all the working people and workingapantry with friendship alliance

and mutual help. Thus, Marx believed that commurésna principle of the working

2 The Pragramme of the Communist Party of Soviebtfli953). p.59.
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class and aimed at the liquidation of essentideihces between the existing social
groups and the building of a classless society.
5.5.7: Social Consciousness:

Social consciousness is a relatively new and aumaus concept. It is distinct
from the individual consciousness and is margfésinly through individuals and by
no means is confined to the consciousness of alesimglividual. The social
consciousness is usually a primary factor in deitgng the consciousness of a single
individual. It is also a relative autonomy from tmaterial basis that generates it from
the economic life of society. The different formedaspheres of social consciousness
like political and legal are directly reflect tleEonomic interest of classes, while
others such as religion and the arts are indirectignected within the society’s
economic condition. Thus, social consciousnesBdsstim total of ideas, theories and
views, social sentiments, habits and customs oplpeavhich reflect the objective
reality of human society and nature.

Karl Marx, through his principle of historical nesialism wanted to correctly
answer the question of social consciousness irsdb&ty. Marx believed that social
consciousness of people was a product of theilakbeing. It was derived from the
material relation of production. The basic ideanwdterialism is that the beings are
primary and it determines consciousness. Thusbtbadest philosophical concept of
beingmight be substituted by the narrower and more @aaconcept afocial being
and the conceptonsciousnes®y that of social consciousness. Karl Marx in his
thoughts believed that social being is primary aibhddetermines the social

consciousness, where the priority of social beimgrsocial consciousness refers to
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the simple and commonly acknowledged fact that mest have food, clothing and

shelter before can pursue politics or science,opbpphy or art that production on
materials means of livelihood. It is the basis updnich develop state institution and
legal views of everyday and philosophical and tedocal concepts. Again, Karl Marx

observed the different types of social relationssatiety and selected the material
relations, which were able to define the sphera ebcial being.Marx remarks that a
society divided into hostile classes cannot hagsegle ideology. The exploiting and

exploited classes each have their own ideologis the ideology of the class which
dominates economically and politically that holegag. This keen ideological struggle
as a form of the class struggle has always beeratare of an antagonistic class of
society. Marx demands that this ideology be viewsdind from concrete historical
angle in order to establish of what class, progvess reactionary.

Thus, Karl Marx’s ideology of social consciousnegss an ideology of the
working class and of all the working people foriabdevelopment. Therefore, Marx
believed that the material productive activity detmed men’s social consciousness.
This consciousness also possessed relative indepemdn its development. This
relative independence was manifested in the caityiogi development and it was not
passive in relation to being and actively influeshcéhe society for social
reconstruction.

5.5.8: Communist Morality:

Morality or Ethics is the sum total of standardsrales and behaviours in a

society. It reflects the people’s ideas of justioel injustice, good and evil, honour and

dishonour — the representative human values. Inyes@ciety, the legal rules, moral
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standards and rules are not recorded in law butraimtained by force of public
opinion, customs, habits, traditions and ethicalcation by force of man’s conviction,
which determine the relations of man to societyushmorality arises with the birth of
human society, where every society has made defagimands on its members to
express moral standards.

Marx remarked that in a primitive society moralrglards are the same for all
members but with the appearance of classes, &atefil the interest of one class to
another and morality acquires a class characterorling to Marx, unde8lavery,the
morality of the slave was dominated by owners,dndal society, it was under the
feudal lords and in bourgeois society, and the titgpravas under capitalists. In
contrast to these, there were found the moral sraisdand principles of the slaves,
peasants and proletarians. But, as an elemeneauperstructure, morality influences
all aspects of life in society. Therefore, Marxieedd that in a communist society
morality includes all general human moral standanuis it has to be developed in the
course of the struggle against the exploiters andahvices. On the other hand, the
bourgeois morality of a capitalist system or domie of private capitalist property
disunites people and turns them into enemies, cotopein the struggle for profit in
the society. Again, it created the spirit of sélfisss, greed, the craving for wealth,
enmity and competitions make up the essence ofatspimorality.

In contrast to this phenomenon, Marx favoured @hmunist morality. In a
communist morality, the people have developed theahtraits as mutual assistance,
fraternal solidarity, abhorrence of loafers andné® in the course of the struggle

against the exploiters and against moral vices. ilAddarx believed that this
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communist morality of the working class is partanly of great importance in the
ethical development of society because it helpsmiolding the standards and
requirements of communist society, which highly twanthe dignity of physical

labour and offer due recognition over any sourcdiwadlihood. This principle of

communist morality by Karl Marx, later followed hfie constitution-makers of the
Soviet Union and indicated the first article conston that—"who does not work, nor
and neither shall be e&t’

Thus, the principles of Karl Marx’s communist midgawere the stem from
the very nature of the socialist system, econonaisidband social ownership of the
means of production. This ideal united the peopig enables them to live with work
according to the principles of fraternal friendshiputual respects and cooperation.
Again, Marx believed that the principle of commumsorality was a collective and
comradely mutual assistance and expression witlogais of one for all and all for
one. For the establishment of an egalitarian spcibtarx’s communist morality
requires the definite traits in the character aihbao beings, honesty and truthfulness,
moral purity, simplicity and modesty in social amdivate life, which was an
uncompromising attitude to injustice, parasitisnshdnesty and money-grabbing of
society.

5.5.9: Social Revolution:

The social revolution is a deep-going phenomemothe political, economic

and ideological life of a given society. Marx’s gdaevolution wanted to abolish the

old relations of production and introduction of nemes with radical changes in social

8 The Constitution of Soviet Russiarticle-1.
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views and institution. Regarding the causes ofstb@al revolution, Marx wrote it in
the-A Contribution to the Critique of Political-Econorttyat-‘at a certain stage of their
development, the material productive forces of etycicome in conflict with the
existing relations of production, or-what is bulegal expression for the same thing-
with the property relations within which they haween at work hithertc™

Marx believed that ‘the conflict between the nawductive forces and the old
relations of production constituted the objectiVfetlte economic foundation of the
social revolution. The reactionary class, the ehat old relations of productions was
opposed by the progressive class of the vehictera@w relation of production. Hence,
the irreconcilable struggle class against the reaaty class of which the social
revolution became the highest expression and theuromation

Marx’s thoughts of social revolution resolved eamonc and class
contradictions, which matured in the long periodpoéceding social development.
Marx called that the revolution was the locomotioE history because, definite
historical condition, objective and subjective pwprisites are necessary for a
revolution. This thought of Karl Marx was supportadLenin and said that ‘these are
the sums of the objective conditions for a revolotiwhich is known as revolutionary
situations. These signs of a revolutionary situatice-

e The impossibility for the ruling classes to livedanle in the old way, the so-
called crisisfrom aboveand the resentment of the oppressed classes who do

not want to live in the old way, the crisisom below The revolution is

* Marx, Karl. & Engels, F.(196%elected Workgpl-1 . p.509
%5 Henna, George.(Ed.).(196Barxist Philosophiesp.305.
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impossible without a nationwide crisis affectingttbdhe exploited and the

exploiters.
e Extreme aggravation of the poverty and sufferin¢ghefoppressed classes and
A considerable increase in the activity of the peojVhile in ordinary times
the people are relatively calm, in conditions a$isrthe situation itself impels
them to take independent revolutionary act®n’.
Thus, Marx believed that the driving forces ofeaalution are the social class
which makes the revolution and fight against trectienary forces for the triumph of
new exploitation, national oppression, unemploymemd poverty, where the
proletariat abolished the capitalist system andaldished a socialist society.
Therefore, the socialist revolution was the onlyywa achieve their aim. Simply,
Marx’s thoughts and activities want to establisBo&ialist society through socialist
revolution and abolished all types of exploitati@me of the principal tasks of Marx’s
socialist revolution is that it creates a new ecoyp@and that economy is known as
socialism, which does not arise within the womlzapitalism. Marx believed that the
main objective of the socialist revolution was win political power by the
proletariat and its further development and codswion. Hence, the destruction of the
bourgeois state machine and the building of a nelefarian state was the principal
task of the social revolution initiated by Karl Mar
5.5.10: Establishment of Freedom:

Freedom means self —determination and self- rdelizaMarx’s concept of

freedom was against the background of the socio@o@ conditions of society. In

% Lenin,.V.(1977) Selected Work¥ol-3. p.430.
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The Holy Family Marx and Engels observed in the following writifgise members
of civil society are not atoms. The specific prdpesf the atom is that it has no
properties and is therefore not connected with dseiautside it by any relations
determined by its own natural necessity. The atbave no needs, it is self-sufficient,
the world outside it is an absolute vacuum, i.e.isit contentless, senseless,
meaningless, just because the atom has all itsefgsl in itself. The egoistic individual
in civil society may in his Nero —sensuous imagoraand lifeless abstraction inflates
to the size of an atont".

Regarding freedom Marx believed that the natueslds of men were the very
condition of their existence. The natural relatddhuman beings comes into existence
with other individuals, when a civil society arisd@$is holds the individual together.
Marx again believed that freedom means the altititpchieve the totality of human
goods, satisfaction of aspiration, material anditsgil, which was fundamental to
mastery and rational control of the process of petion of the material conditions of
human life. Marx asserted that the capitalist syst&f production was not at all
conducive to conditions of human freedom. This wharacterized by constraint or
necessity. The necessity denotes the condition rumdiech the life of man was
governed by laws of nature, such as the law of igronal force. It existed
independently of man’s will. Man can acquire sai@knowledge of these laws for

his own benefits but cannot change them at his. Witlis thought of Karl Marx

" Marx ,Karl .& Engels F.(1844Fhe Holly Familycited in Marx Karl and Engels Frederickelected
Worl(1969) . p.77.
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support by F. Engels said that it in his woksti Duhring ‘that laws and its
possibility give systematically making them workvards definite ends®

Again, Marx and Engels focus on freedom in theint work The Communist
Manifest@and give a picture of the future communist societyhere they write-
‘political power, properly so, called, is merelyetlorganized power of one class for
oppressing another. If the proletariat during itntest with the bourgeoisie is
compelled, by the force of circumstances, to oaiiself as a class, if, by means of a
revolution, it makes itself the ruling class, aad,such, sweeps away by force the old
conditions of production, then it will, along withese conditions, have swept away
the conditions for the existence of class antagoraad of classes generally, and will
thereby have abolished its own supremacy as a.diagsace of the old bourgeois
society, with its classes and class antagonismshat have an association, in which
the free development of each is the conditiontierftee development of alf?

Thus, along with F. Engels, Marx laid down thei@hbasis of socialism and
humanist foundation of freedom. Marx in his worke Economic and Philosophic
Manuscripts (1844¥trongly criticized capitalism and its dehumanigeffect. Marx
demonstrated that capitalist system deformed tloelymtive activity of man and
caused alienation in several ways, where Marx itledtfour levels of alienation.
These areas are-

e Man is alienated from his own product and fromwwk process because the

worker plays no part in deciding what to produced haw to produce.

%8 Engels.F .(187#ntiDiihring, cited in Marx.Karl and Engels. FrederiSlelected Work 1969). p.80
% Marx, Karl. & Engels.F.(1848)'he Communist Manifest®p.23-24.
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e Man is alienated from nature—his work does not ghiem a sense of
satisfaction as a creative worker under moderminasind the work tends to
become increasingly reutilized and monotonous.

e Man is alienated from another man through the caitiyvge character of the
economic system and class interest and

e Man is alienated from himself because the realmegkssity dominates his life
and reduces him to the level of animal existenaeucapitalism
Hence, Marx believed that under capitalism all hanfaculties and qualities

are subordinates through private ownership of ahpitd property. Therefore, Marx’s
thought postulates the transformation of the cagitaystem itself to secure the
condition of freedom trying to reconstruct a classlsociety.

5.5.11: Social Justice:

Social justice means that all the people in a $peiee to be equal, where there
is no discrimination on the basis of religion, easteed, colour, class, sex and status.
In every society, s each individual should haa #pace and scope to get his or her
due share in all social spheres i.e., equitable famddistribution of rewards, equal
opportunities for earnings rewards, special pratestfor weaker and disadvantaged
section of society, equal and adequate opportsnitte minorities and absence of
unequal and privileged classes in society.

Karl Marx’s principle of social justice aims atpfacing capitalism by
socialism for which revolution is indispensable the Capital (1861-79), Marx holds

that the exploitation of weaker was the naturakabiristics of capitalism. Marx did
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not seek any reform in the level of incomes andesagithin the capitalist system
itself, but wanted to transform the entire modermfduction and property relations. In
the Critique of the Gotha Programmgl875), Marx criticised the socialist, who
became complacent after raising the demand fordiairibution within the existing
system of capitalism. On the other hand, Marxiaamiwork of social analysis
regarded, morality as a part of super-structure iandas historical changes in the
base-viz-the mode of production result in corresiyog changes in the criteria of right
and wrong, just and unjust.Marx asserted that imroanist society it determined
justice as an enduring principle for social recargdton, which was evolved after the
dissolution of capitalism and free from the coraig involving scarcity and conflict.
Hence, the state and its juridical apparatus aremger required in that society. Thus,
Marxian theory of justice seeks to replace thetadipt system by the socialist system
and envisages a classless society. He calls fociatg in which private property was
not the source of exploitation and injustice inisbcThus, for the establishment of
justice in society, Marx firmly believes that thei® need of abolition of private
property and class antagonism.

5.5.12: Establishment of Equality:

Equality means semblance or the state where eweryo the given context
enjoys identical rights and scopes. Therefore diyuedn also be termed in another
sense as justice. Marx’s thought on equality stafiedsthe abolition of the class
difference and securing of equal status of all. Madvocated the view that
inequalities emerged in society with the emergentehe institution of private

property. Under the impact of private property, soeiety came to have two classes-
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the haves and the haves not, i.e., the two claggbe rich exploiters and the poor and
exploited. The emergence of these two economicsetased to the emergence of
inequalities. Therefore to secure equality, they amaty is the elimination of private
property. Hence, Marx called for the economic aalitipal leadership of proletariat,
social ownership of the means of production asecpndition for the securing of
economic equality, which alone can serve as the basthe securing of equality in
society and social reconstruction.
5.5.13: Common Good:

The common good is a goal, which does not givequtence to the interest of
a class and party but gives due regard to thedstenf all members of society.
Broadly, ‘the notion of the common good is concermgth the hopes and aspirations
of a larger community beyond the area of the sg#rest of different individuals and
groups’®°

Marxian thought of common good believed that sitfee division of human
society into two antagonistic classes on the bafstsvnership of private property, the
idea of the common good has become irrelevant.Batx remarked that the common
good can exist only in that society, where eithemiiive communism (pre-state-
society or which existed before the rise of cidtibn) or in a future communist
society had been getting fundamental importanceutth proletarian revolution or
class struggle against exploiting classes in tlegego Thus, Marx along with Engels
believed that class struggle was the instrumesbtial progress. The process of class

struggle results in the elimination of all contamy classes and initiates the

0 Gauba, O.P.(2013n Introduction to Political TheoryPp.520-522.
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emergence of a new class structure correspondirthetacnew mode of production,
where the production forces change and the clasg@sh hitherto controlled by a
new class and claimed to administer more efficienflo prepare proletariats for
revolution and to establish dictatorship of thelgtarian, both Marx and Engels
inspired them to develop their class consciousn@gsich encouraged all the
proletariat for their class interest and organittezin to fulfill their common good. To
encourage all the proletarians both Marx and Engetge in the concluding part of
the Communist Manifesto (1848&)at-they have a world to win and unite working men
of all countries. Thus, Karl Marx along with Engélslieved that the common well or
good, only be realized after the establishment ahmunist society and it to be
possible after the overthrow capitalism and esshbtient of socialism by proletarian
revolution or class struggle.

Marx’s philosophy of social reconstruction is késen dialectical and
historical materialism and the natural justicehs tvorking people, where equal share
and equal work are the mottoes of Marx’'s ideal. Maranted that the equal
distribution of product is an urgent need of th@gle and the market price of the
commodity might be/should be rated in favour of fireletariat. In favour of Karl
Marx’s social reconstruction philosophy, the Indiimnker, D.P. Chattopadhyaya
narrated that ‘the Udithka Arun (Chandogya Upaniada) was the first materialistic
sage orRsis of ancient India and adherent of dialectical malism and first he
wanted natural justice for society and his matistial views were based ddyaya,

Vaisesika, Buddha and Jain philosopH.’

®1 Chattopadhyaya, D.P.(201®harate Bastuldd Pasangatap.135.
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However, the social reconstruction philosophy afflkMarx does not discard
the morality or moral philosophy among the peoRlegarding, socialist or communist
society, Marx implies a good relationship, good debur, equal status, equal
craftsmanship and equal distribution among theedi@ders of the society. Thus, Karl
Marx’s social reconstruction philosophy does noplynthe negativity of the moral
philosophy, though it gives less stress on the dbpgbical field which is based on

religion or ecclesiastical point of view.



