PREFACE

Values are socially accepted norms to evaluatectshjpersons and situations
that form part and parcel of society. Value systenthe backbone of a civilized
society.

SrimantaSankaradeva (1449-1568) théisnava leader of Assam was not only
a religious preacher but also a great educatiomisi innovated various media to
educate the common people of Assam. At medievabgexll sorts of evil practices,
superstitions and social disintegration prevailedAssam and the political situation
was in great disturbance. Assam was a country wtienee were many castes and
many religions. S@ankaradeva took these problems as serious issuesteps were
taken to improve the situation. At that tinBlakti movement spread all over the
country. As avaispava leaderSankaradeva started thghakti movement in Assam.

To construct a peaceful, disciplined socieignkaradeva and his followers
establishedNamghar, Than andSattra, where they propagated tE#a-Sarana-Nama-
Dharma and inculcated various types of values. Educaisoithe most important
invention of mankind. It is a process of all routkelvelopment of life, by which one
can adjust with his situatiorSankaradeva had not used the term education but in
action he really dealt with education. So here distito make a study to know the
contributionof Than and Sattra to the value education of Assam, specially Bamow
Than, the birth place o$ankaradeva. Much work has already been done in te air
literary contribution ofSankaradeva and his followers, and other contributitms
performing art and religious and social contribatiof Than and Sattra. But no
attempt has so far been made in systematic marinée aontribution ofThan and

Sattras to the value education of Assam.



Than and Sattras are the pillars of/aisrava culture of Assam. These are the
institutions which have been pivotal in ensuringiabcohesion among the people of
Assam and integrating them to a greater Assamesamnaaity, providing them
religious identity of their own witl$ankaradeva’sEka-Sarana-Nama-Dharma. Those
are the places that have been used for creatiantige and preservation of Assamese
art and craft, painting and literaturEhan and Sattras are not merely the means of
propagating religious faith but instrumental in amgzing and preserving of culture
and inculcating human and environmental valuegrAsent there are more than seven
hundred small or bidgsattras in Assam and have been contributing to the greater
Assamese society from their end.

Bardowa is the firstThan/Devgrha established bgankaradeva with his friends
and family at his birth place. At Bardawhe enacted his first dramaaftomime)
Cihnayatra. This can be said as fir8ttra (step) towards higvikiya Nat (drama).
After that he composed six dramas, thatikiya nat, translated and transcreated
many parts of theSrimad Bhagvat, Ramayan, in his life time in various places.
Bardowa is the first place wher8ankaradeva gave same status to all cadbesl
utava also first started at BardawBut for unsuitable political and social situagon
Sankaradeva and his followers wandered from one ptacenother and established
Than and Sattra andKirttanghar in those places.

Barodwa remained abandoned from 1516 A.D #i Kanaklat the grand
daughter-in-law ofankaradeva along with her adopted son and negbémodar ata
rediscovered the Bard@irhan in 1656.

After many ups and downs Bardawhan reached at present stage. After
independence utmost endeavor of many dedicatecbnmersade Bardoav alive.

Now every village or townThan or Sattras has its their owrNamghar/ Kirttanghar



where people celebrate various functions Blezona, Nam prasanga, Doul Utsava
etc. which are the contribution of Bardowhan and have great value to construct a
utilitarian society.

The present study has been divided into seventefsagach making thorough
study of the problem. First chapter is the Intrdaut; where given a brief description
of the topic, statement of the problem, significaraf the study, conceptual frame
works, delimitation of the study, Methodology, atijees and research questions of
the study.

Review of related literature is the second chaptethe study. The third
chapter is Methodology. In this chapter descripabout sample, tools and techniques
used to find out the objectives of the study arentineed. The % chapter is the
contribution of Than and Sattra to the value education of Assam. In this chapter
descriptions about the meaning of value and edutasocial scenario of Assam
during 1%" and 16' century, Sankaradeva as a pioneer of sgva institution,
objectives behind establishmentTdian and Sattras, contribution of Than and Sattras
to the value education of Assam and methods ineovay Sankaradeva to inculcate
value education are given.

Chapter § is the “Bardow Than: Its contribution towards value Education.”
In this chapter there gives geographical descriptioBardovi Than with original and
present administrative and population structurent@loution of Sankaradeva during
his stay at Bardogy rediscover of Bardo&Than, functions and festivals at Bardaw
Than and importance and impact of BardoWhan are also included in this chapter.

The 6" chapter is the analysis and findings. Here puivéod the objective

wise findings and problems faced by BardoWan and their remedies.



The 7" chapter is the concluding chapter of the studyre/eit forward the
abstract of the study and suggestions for furtkesearch related with the topic. i.e
Than, Sattra, value educatior§ankaradeva etc.

For development of th&han and Sattra importance should be given on the
following points.

i) The surroundings of th&han and Sattra should be encroachment free zone
for all purpose.

i) It has not come into the lime light as much asaswo be in comparison to
other historical and religious holy places due twsuificient publicity.
Government and conscious citizens should try tdipisk these institutions
with culture through booklets, articles and cineraghy in different
languages like Hindi, English etc.

iii) Communication system should be improved for theveaience of tourists
and other devotees and public.

iv) Methods of value education innovated $snkaradeva should be introduced

in education system to build a better and util#arsociety.
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