GLOSSARIAL INDEX

Glossary of Assamese Vaisnava Terms

Adhikara:

Arkiya-nata:

Ata:

Atai :

Barangai:

Bargita:

Bharmalr:

Bhajana

Bhakat

Bhaima:

Bahar:

Barcara:

The head of a sattra;

One-act devotional plays written by Vaisnavitanga (Sk.
Arka=an act, a type of drama).

Grand-father; it is a designation applied toisWavite saints
(Sk.Alma)).

A venerable person; A celibate devotee att@ctee a sattra.
(Sk.Atma).

Subscription for religious ceremonies and fedtiv

A class of devotional songs attuned to clas$tagas

A store-keeper; (SBhasdagarika).

The ceremony of ordination after the first iaiton to
Vaisnavism.

A devotee; (SkBhaktg.

A devotional song employed in thekiya-nata, (Sk.Bhara).
Temporary huts in a village to accommodate Sdtgads and
disciples on tounyasa+ grha).

Father; a term of address applied tosWavite saints or sattra
heads.

A gate-house; an out-house of the sattra, fas=way, cara=a

hall).



Bayan
Bhaona:
Cadar.
Cari-hati:
Cha

Cahar

Carita-putht

Cari Vastu

Cihna-yatra

Dasama

Deuri or:
Bilaniya:
Dhemali:
Dhuti:
Gayan
Guru:
Guru-kar.
Eka<arana :

Ghoa:

A leader of the party of instrumental players.

A religious performance; a dramatic show of ¢davite dramas.
Wrapper worn both by man and woman.

Four rows of living quarters of monks.

Effigy.

An ecclcsiastical area; a diocese. Several \@bagpnstitute one
Caharunder the supervision of oBarmedhi

A biography of Vainavite saints.

The four fundamental principles of vaisnava, MNazma, Devag
Guru, Bhakat

First abhinaya arranged by Sankaradeva. This magn an
abhinaya performed lmnhasor mudras gesturs.

Book X of the Bhagavata Purana wherein the lifé&Kgna bas
been depicted.

Distributor of sacred offerings in religious hat-

ing.

A preliminary orchestral music inBhaona performance.
Man's lower garment; the dhoti.

Person related with music and singing.

Preceptor.

Tithe; religious tax or contribution.

The supreme surrender to one God.

Refrain; theNamaghaa by Madhavadeva is also popularly

known asGhosi: (Sky ghus=to sing aloud).



Gogiin:

Haribhakat

Kala-Saihati:

Kar:
Karapat:

Katha:

Kewaliya:

Krrttana:

Karadhani

Kath

Khanikar.
Kirttan-ghar.

Krishna-nac

Mahapurushiya

Mah-prasad

Mahanta

A religious preceptor who is versed in the Veddse heads of
Vaisnavlte sattras are popularly called Gos&@ogwimin).
Rows of huts where devotees are lodged in a asate
collectively known a#iari (Sk.Harra=market).

A fellow devotee It is a term of mutual address fersons
initiated simultaneously.

A sub-sect of the Mahapufya cult initiated by Gogl Ata.
Religious tithe due to sattra from 1ts discspdenually.

Vide Barcara; a gate or a gate-house.

Prose; the wor#tathz is generally prefixed to the title of works
written in prose, e.gKatha-Gita, Katha-Bhagavataetc.

A celibate devotee;

The act of chanting prayers; it is the name déwaotional kavya
by Sankaradeva.

Waist-band.

One type of mat use for devotional prayer at Namgha
Kittanghar.

Decorator or painter; also maker of images.

Prayer-hall; term used mostly in Lower Assam.

Form of dance by Krishna.

Sankaradeva's sect.

Sacred offerings consisting of pulse, uncookeel and fruit.

A noble man; related as the some Sativiah@s).



Mahapurusa:

Marnikira:

Mekhela

Medht

Nam (Nama):
Namaghar
Nama-lagowa:

Nama-prasaiga:

Nika Saihita:
Pali:

Pacatt

Paik:

Padasila
Padasila-ghara
Pag

Prasanga

Literally the Great Being, i.e., Godankaradeva is popularly
known asMahapurusa.

The shrine where the Sacred Scripture or thedtithe deity is
installed.

Woman's lower garment.

A functionary appointed by the sattra to lofeathe affairs in

a village. (SkMedhhavin).

Names and attributes of God.

A prayer-hall.

One who leads or initiates the congregationayer.

Devotional services consisting of prayers, rdictes and
religious discussions.

Sub-sect organised by Paddi@, and Mathuraisa.

An assistant t&ayan or Bayan

A festival celebrated on the fifth day of thiethp anniversary of
Krsna. (Sk.Paficatila).

Persons who had to render specific servicesedthte or to the
sattra. Four persons constituted di@k. Each had to render
three months service to the State or to the satveghich he was
attached.

Foot-prints (of Sankaradeva and Madhavadeva).

House where foot-marks of . the two saints aesgved.
Head-gear; puggree.

Religious service; matins.



Prasad

Purusa Saizhati:

Puthi;

Riha

Sarai

Satradhikar
Sutradhara
Sisya

Singhasana

Salarh:

Saihati:

Sarana:

Sat-sanga

Sidha:

Satnya:

Tawai:

Sacred offering.

The sub-sect organised by Purusottamakiih

Manuscript copy of sacred text usually writtanbark of aguru
tree.

Woman's breast-cloth.

Raised tray made of Wood, bell-metal or brasseaeptacle of
sacred offerings.

Head of sattra : pontiff.

Who organises dance and drama; producer of Angistys.
Laity

Wooden throne standing , on four carved liorsgred text is
placed on it for worship.

Religious congregation where prayer services laeld (Sk.
Sabla).

Association; a sect.

The initiation ceremony in which a neophyte equired to
surrender himself absolutely to the four fundatal principles.
A holy association.

Uncooked eatables supplied to a sattra by dissipbn
ceremonial occasions or things supplied to guesthi® purpose
of cooking.

The head of a sattra holding a limited authority

Equal to one's father; it is a form of addragplied to the

sacramental friend of one's father. (&ka= Father ).



Vi

Thaparz: Holy altar whereon the sacred scripture is kept.
Tithi: Literally a Ilunar day; it also denotes birth dardeath
anniversaries of Vaiavite saints.

Udashin Unmarried; celibate.



