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CHAPTER-V
BARDOWA THAN: ITSCONTRIBUTION

TOWARDSVALUE EDUCATION

“BARDOWA", a living institute of medieval Assamese Maiva religion and
culture is the birth place of great ¥amava leader, prophet and social reformer
Sankaradeva (1449-1568%ankaradeva started his journey to reform the Assamese

society by his philosophy of life from his own binplace Bardow.
5.1 The Name and Derivation of Bardowa

The word “Bardow” has been derived from the two worBar and Dowa. In
Assamese ‘Bar’ means ‘big’, ‘Senior’, ‘Best’ or &’ or ‘Superior;L andDowa means

‘blessing2 best blessing.

Bardowa is also known as ‘Bdrowa where ‘Ba’ means ‘pipal tree’ (ficus

Religious) and ‘dro@ means ‘melted’ i.e. where the pipal tree is meiteThere are
various legends found about the origin of the w@adrdowa'. In Satya Yugawhen
Lord Visnu’'s incantations of Vaha (Boar or hog) at that time there become a pond
when he took bath. There grevBara tree from a hair of Vaha. In theDwapar Yuga
when Lord Vinu’'s birth as Ksna and kept rest under the tree with his wife Rukmi

at that time Rukmii's temi (lime pot) fell down and from that the name of filace

1. Deka, P. (2011¥ptudent’s own bilingnal Dictionary Assamese EngliaI375.
2. Barua,H (¥ Ed. 1989Hemkosh P, 522)
3. Dutta Barua, H.N (ed 200@rachim kamrupiya layatha @mdjar Itibritta: P 29-30)
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became Temlant and other is Bardoav. Alipukhurt is a village of greate Bard@avin

which Ali means ‘road’ angukhuif means ‘pond’.
5.2 Location and Administrative Division of Bardowa Than

Bardowa Than is situated 15.42km. distance from present NagBstrict
headquarters. Bardawlies between 25.45 and 26'4%orth latitude and 91.5@nd
93.50 longitude, height above sea level is 63.69metard®a Than is under the
District Sub-Division Nagaon, police station tBdrai, Mouza Badrava, Revenue
Circle-Dhing and Begadrala legislative assembly constituency, Blocktia\a,
village-Borhig and Saruhig state Assam,Country India ,Pin No -782122. Tleee
two Sattraswithin the Bardow Than Narowa and Salguri, with two villages Barlais

and Saruhi

5.3 Population Structure

Bardowa is a place of various caste and community likeepgilaces of Assam
i.e. Bahmin, Koch, Kalig. Kaivatra, Kachar Ahom etc.The main language of
Bardowa is Assamese. People of both Bozhéad Saruhis of Bardovd are Hindu
with vaisnava culture.
5.4 Khel : There were twdhel in the Bardow Than i.e. Barhig and Saruhis The
Khel is an “Official organized, an occupational or it@mal lines, on the basis of the

service, it rendered to State,” for exampleNgobaichi (Boat Playing) Khel,

Dhenuchach (arrowmaking)KheI.5

4. Bora, K (& Ed. 2015)Bordowi Smriti grantha P. 17-19.
5.Rajguru: S. (1988Medieval Assamese Sociey 222.
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But hereKhel is a social unit related witNamgharor village. In Bardow Than
there are tweattras-Narovd andSalguri. TheKhel related with Narow was known
as Borhig and related witt$alguri was Saruhis But bothKhel are unitedly done the
every observances of thé&an. (Source-Gaon Burah(village head)

Now there are 6 (sixKhels —where three in Barlisand three in Saruliis
because the growth of population. Though theresar&helsyet they have worked
unitedly.

Hat7 Bhakats.e the residential devotees also followed thegand regulations

of Borhisi and Saruhisof the Bardow Than accordingly (source- Jogedai).

5.5 Bardowa During the time of Saikaradeva and His Predecessor

In ancient and medieval times rivers were the nvaatys of communication
and transport. So ancestors Ssirkaradeva settled on the bank of the river. They
selected, Bardoavbecause this place was very rich in fish, vegesl@nd crops.
Again this place was near the mighty river BrahniepuAccording tdSankaradeva

bardowsz name gamasasye
matse anuma
louhityar ati anull//®

(Bardowa is very rich village with fish and agriculturalags situated near the
Lauhitya, i.e. present Brahmaputra)

Again in hisRukmiz Harana Kavya andAjamila Updkhydna7 we have found

about the birth place ¢fankaradeva, i.e. Bardanand his predecessor.

6 .Bhagavat X V. 1476
7.Bhagawat VI
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tembuini bandhe vaigila pravandhe
bardows name géma’
durllabha narayane yak bahu ame
dilz debdasa nimea
tahane santati madr dharma mati
rajadhara rama jara,
tane garvéwara bhaili siirjyabara

kayagha kula udira//®

(The king of Kamat, Durlobh Nirayana gave settlement toafhara the
ancestor oBankaradeva on the bank of Tanaiistream at Bardo&) From this it is
also found tha$ankaradeva and his family wereayagha.

Again the various hagiographies describe aBankaradeva’s residence e.g.

candibare njsews bistar karila
durlabha rarayane devidisa nama dila
devidis basailanta temlini bandhe.
bardows name géme paramainandéq
(The king of kamait, Durlabha Nirayana enthroned Candibara at Bardoon
the bank offembuni and Candibora extended his domain territory)

According to Rmcaraa Thakur's Gurucharit

8. Rukmini haran kavy¥, 529
9. Thakur, Dwaitari (ed) (2016Yaiikara-Madhava Charitra V. 12, V. 13.
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mahasukhe roilaasi
tembuini pai//™°

(Bhufias lived at lagamaguri and then Went to théembuani and lived
happily)

According to Rmananda Dwija, Cadibara stayed at first at Tumini in
Bardowa.

At that time seven families of Bmmin and seven families of #gasthas were
sent by the Galeswara to Kamat i.e., from Dharmanarayan territory Glauto
Durlabha — Mrayana (1330-1350 A.D.) territory Kamat Among the HKyashta's
Candibara was the most cultured and learned person emcehhe made the leader of
all. The great Vahava reformerSankaradeva was the great-great grandson of
Candibara, who was called th&itomoni Bhafia” (or the leader) on account of his
special abilityl.l He subsequently settled at Bardiow Nowgong%2

(Seven HKyagha family — Hari, Srihari, Sripati, Sridhar, Cignanda,
Sadinanda, and Galibara)

(Seven Bahmapa families — Ksnapadit, Rambar, Lotar, Bayan, Dharma,
Mathun, Raghupatﬁ?’

Sankaradeva belonged to a leadingir® Bhifia family, and his verse

translation of théBhagavataputina he explain about ft!

10. Thakur RamcharaGurucharitV. 224, Rmananda Dwija’sriguru Carit, V. 57)
11.Acharyya, N.N (2003Yhe History of Medieval Assam 160.

12.Gait, E (2006A History of AssamP 41.

13. Acharyya, N.N (2003 he History of Medieval Assaf. 160.

14.Neog,M (1998)Sasikaradeva and his TimeP 48
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tane putra anupama prasidha kusumanma
mahantara jio agragas’
purpyara nahikai para bhaumika madhyataisa
jar yase dhaki& dharail/™
In this verse he said that, his father Kusumbarah#ef Bhaimikai.e. Chief
Bhaiia. The wordBhiya or Bhafia (Skt. Bhami) thus seems to carry the simple
meaning ‘land lord’ equivalent to persgamindir and SanskriBhaizmikathe Bhifia
of Assam. The Biifia of Assam are not all &asthas or any one ethnic group of

people as it sometimes popularly supposed. It ligle that was held by virtue of

power and propert%ff

According to K.L. Barua at first th&iromoni Bhiafia Candibara settled in
Kamrapa about the middle fourteen century and his gyeatdson i.e. the father of

Sankaradeva migrated to Bardawvhen the king \wa Singha was extirpating the

Bhafia, within Ahom Kingdom%7 The Siromoni or overlord ofBhafia chiefs were

held their small principalities on the bank of tBemshmaputra in the middle of the

present day state of Assann.

The fertile soils of the Brahmaputra Valley provittee people with no great

labour. The forest, minerals and other resourcelseofand also were plentifllﬁ.

15.Srimad Blagavat VI Aimil vparinyaiiav. oor.
16.Neog, M., 1998Sasikaradeva and his Times 48

17. Barua, K.L (1966Early History of kKimarupa: P 204.
18.Neog,M (1967 )Sarikaradeva and his Times 48
19.1bid. P. 80.
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After Candibara, Rajadhara became the head of tira Bhifia and after that
Siryabara, theSankaradeva’s father Kusumbara becameSinemoni Bhafia.

At that time there were three Assamese statessteEalndia, namely Asama,
Kamaiipa and Koch-Beir and were covered by the end of thd tentury and the
beginning of the 1t§century?1

In 1516 Sankaradeva and his family went to north bank of theerr
Brahmaputra and stayed different time in differptaces, i.e., Raat Gaxgmou,
Belguri, Dhuihat etc. before he went to Koch Kingdom in his lafet ¥ He migrated
to the north bank of the Brahmaputra to avoid fesgly clashes with the Kaahs, a
Mongoloid tribe?® Bardova remained resourceful and prospoperous till 151B. A.
But after that wheSankaradeva and his family left Bardawo save themselves from
the atrocities of Kaciri then Bardow became abandoned homestead befkire
Kanakalad the grand-daughter-in-law dfankaradeva rediscovered it in the year
1656

5.6 Contribution of Sankaradeva During He Stayed at Bar dowa
When Sankaradeva stayed at BardavHe contribute to the socio-cultural

development of Assamese society, as a multifaceaigeperson.

20.Lekharu, U (ed 195Zatha Guru Charit P 8-16.

21. Neog, M (ed. 201Dyreative forceP .7.22Lekharu, U (ed 195X atha Guru Charit :P 223-224),
Daitary Thakur,Sarkaradeva and Sri Madhabdeva cant. 89-91.

22.Lekharu, U (ed 1952athz Guru Charit :P 223-224), Daitary Thakur,Saskaradeva and Sti
Madhabdeva carit/. 89-91.

23.Borpujari,H.K (2007). 8 Ed, The Contemporary history of Assaiiol Ill, P 232.

24. Bora,K (reprint ed 201Bardowa Smriti Grantha, article ‘Aai Kanaklata P 113.
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A society is a group of organized individuals. Tloigganization helps the
people to maintain themselves, and provides thamrgg. Mac Iver and page have

rightly pointed out that man is dependent on sgcietr protection, comfort,

education and multitude of definite services wisokiety providegfr’ The Assamese
society at the time ofankaradeva was formed with different faith and digfetr
caste with different religion. To overcome thesebtems and develop and integrate
the society he innovated various methods to edubatenass people of Bardaws

a member ofiromoni Bhafia family.

“Culture” according to oxford advance learner’stidicary, is the way of life in
which the customs and beliefs, art, way of life andial organization of a particular
country or grouﬁ.6 According to the Dictionary of education, ‘cultureeans, - total
values, belief, customs, arts, scholarship, insbitg or natiorf’

According to great social worker and educationis$wBwrarayan Sastri —
culture is the result of the struggle and victoiyh@ human mind over impulségs.

Culture is the complex whole which includes knovwgedbelief, art, morals,
law, customs, and any other capabilities and halgitgiired by man as a member of
society.29

Sankaradeva tried to develop the Assamese society thighhelp of various

literary and socio-cultural activities related witligion and his philosophy, which

25.Mac Iver and Page: (195@pciety an introductory analysiB 40-42.
26. Wehmeier (Ed. 200¥)xford learners dictionaryP 373.

27. Taneja,R.P (198®)ictionary of EducationP 56.

28. Bharali, Arunima (2009 ssamese cultur®: 5.

29.Tylor,E.B (1871)Primitive Culture:P 1.
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has a great impact in the present soci§ssikaradeva tried to give a picture of the
society at that time through his writings and htere--
kariya kirtan kalita ati

pawai baikurthaka cautia jati//*°
(“Thirty four castes can attained heaven if thbgrt the name of God in the
Kali Yuga”) — i.e. at that time there are variowsste and caste system prevailed

there)
5.6.1: Establishment of the Than/Sattraand Kirtanaghar

At Bardowa Sankaradeva establishedkartanaghar/ Sattrasabh, according
to the request his friends and relatives have dyréaen discussed in Chapter No.l.
In 1468 he establisheHirtanaghar at Bardovi on the mastered seed field of
Kusumbar.

Sankaradeva created institutions become the instrusneinsocial discipline

and repositories of the cultural wealamghar (or Kirtanaghar or Harimandir) is

the general prayer houge.
There were no gender inequalities within the flobNamghar Ladies can

go to the prayer hall and took part in the pray¢e. have found the name of Candar

or Radhik Sat,32 two mass women who gave full respectSagkaradeva.

He adopted the attractive method of holdkigtana or mass prayer and
dramatic performances, and this soon attracted rpaagle to his religion. He made
a Kirtana-gharNamghar near his official headquarter at Bardovwand this

institution became the nucleus of theswava organization which later spread of

30.Kirtana-Ghaa (Pasanda Mardang. V. 73.
31. Neog, M (2011The Creative ForceP 153.
32.Lekharu, U. (ed 195Katha Guru Carit P 36.
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Assam, Kamaimpa and Kochbihar, in the form of regional estalnisht called

Sattraand viIIageNc‘zmghar33

The Than, Sattraandnamghar organize the religious and cultural activities
to propagate the spiritual and moral education. Tgreatest features of
Sankaradeva’s religion was first recognition of spidt equality among all man,
secondly universal brotherhood of mankind, whergecaistinctions were ignored,
and untouchability was condemned. All man are equder the banner of one God,
the creed oBhagavataprofounded in it?

There are many literary contributionsSaiikaradeva to reform the Assamese
society before he leaved Bardbw the year 1516. In 1518ankaradeva and his
family went to north bank of the river Brahmapuénad stayed different places in
different times. He stayed at RautGangmou, Dhuviha etc. before he went to
Koch Kingdom in his last 1if& He migrated to the north bank of the Brahmaputra
to avoid frequent clashes with the Kagh a, Mongoloid trib&

As a member of theSirumoni Bhafia family his grand mother Kheits
explained the value of education when Sankaradestwelve year age as.

mata satru, pita bairz, yen valya no pathit
sabhi madhye ngobhante hazsa madhye bako yeﬁ}?‘n7

(Parents are became enemy if they will not ecutair child)

33.Neog, M (2011)The creative forceP 2.

34.Chaliha, Deveswar (200@rigin and growth of the Assamese Language andtisature: P 96.
35.Lekharu, U (ed 195%atha Guru Charit P 223-224).

36.Borpujari, H.K (3%ed 2007)The comprehensive History of Assswi IIl, P 232.

37. Lekharu, U (1952Katha Guru Charit P 25.
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So khersti admittedSankaradeva at Mahendra Kandali’s residentigdl* (a
Sanskrit, medium residential school). During theripd in the tole of Mahendra

Kandali he completed four Vedas, 14 sciptures, ii@nas, 18 Kvyas, 18 kea, 14

grammars, 18 Sahitas and both th& mayana and theMahabharata. >

5.6.2 Cihnayatra

Sankaradeva was not only a religious preacher but res v man of

multifaceted genius. He enacted #nayatra in his early period, where he painted
the pictures oBapta Vaikurha (Seven heavens) and song with musical instrumignts.

Cinayatra which literally stands for a “Pageant in paintemlerses40 He composed

various types of songs such Beaima, Payar, Bargit etc. to motivated the mass
people to his equalitarian and humanitarian refigi§ankaradeva himself painted
celestial figures on scenes for popular dramatifopmances known a€ihnayatra

and also a large number of illuminated manusciipteainly Bhagavata Pudira.

It may be mentioned th&ankaradeva innovated a special type of drum, which
is known as Khol". It is an earthen drum. I@ihnayatra he used the drop scene. He
was also the director to use elevated stage ftyr%lahe wordCihnayatra is derived
from the Cihna which means Mudras' ‘gestures” and yatra” means ‘journey’. It is

his first journey of drama though it is a pantomirBéarata’s Natya Sastra was the

38. Neog,M (ed 2003puru Carit Kathi.: P 13.

39. Lekharu , Upen (ed 1952Katha Guru Charit:P 36)

40. Barua, B.K.(2009arkaradeva Vainav saint of AssanP 70
41.Borkakaty, S.K.(2005Mahapurush Srimanta Sankaradeval19.
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guide lines for him regarding the writing and enaent of plays before the audieriGe.
The venue oCihnayatra was in an open field and it held for seven dagnpfe were
SO0 mesmerizing that they did not know how seversd@d gone and who was their
husband or father. In th@urucharitof Ramcharan Thkur explain it as follows —
nazanile sabhasade kibrati dina,
dekhi vaikhunthaku yena gavailo khna//
narisabe nisinaya kunjon gz
sabe hante jeheno vaimukhyigamy.
balake nisine kunjan au-bapa
samastare atari sarirar pdpa//43

(The audience became surprised to see/tikurrha and forget about day or
night, wives did not identified their husbands ardldren did not identified their
fathers and discarded their sin to enjoyed it)

Both aesthetic and spiritual values have been foarids Cihnayatra. Painted
background with the God, seven heavens and sevdmriia and musical instrument
gave a spiritual and aesthetic environment. Framméharan Thkur's Gurucharitit is
found that there was a work culture and unity amtivegpeople of that time. Here
Sankaradeva trained the people in various fields dhgdemple co-operated with him,
e.g.- Balim Atai gave the measurementKifiol, Katai went to cobler’s house to bring

cow hide, Blafa built the tent, katekkhand others, learned musigagan) and dance

(Bayan) etc

42.Pathak, D. (2012Beautiful mind of Srimanta Sankaradevi 98.
43. Ramcharan Thaku@urucharit V. 1501-1502.
44, Ramcharan Thak@urucharit1453 — 1460.
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5.6.3 Literary Contributions

Sankaradeva composed a poem even before completettinge of alphabets,
which have no vowels except ‘A’. The first two Igare —

karatala kamal kamal dala nayan

bhavadaba dahana gahana bafwav_qa.45

(Here he described the beautiful looks of the Goath Wwis cheriot and his
omnipresent qualities) After tha&enkaradeva’s pen was not stop for a while upto his
last moment of life.Sankaradeva’s literary career was devided into threeops

according to Maheswar Neog. The early period was 416 A.D, middle period

upto 1516 to 1543, and final period was upto 1948568

1. Kartal Kamal(A sweet peom)  Zop Uddhaba Sabada (Bhagavat X
3. Cihnayatra (A pantomime) 4.Hariscandra Umikhyana (Markondeya
purana) 5. Rukmii Harana Kavya (Harivarisa) 6. Bhakti Pradpa (Garuda
Purana) 7. Kirttan Ghaa — Oreshi varnani (Brahmaputina)

1) Ajamil Upakhyana (Bhagavat V)

2) Anvat Manthan(Bhagavat VIl

3) Gupamila (From 2%to 6" Chapter)

b) Kirtan-Ghaa —

1) Dhyan varnasz, 2) Ajamila Upakhyana, 3) Prahlada Charitrg

4) Gajendra Upkhyana, 5) Harmohanaand 6)Balichalana

45.Lekharu. U, (1952)Katha Guru Carit P. 27.
46. Neog,M (1998yarkaradeva and his TimeB 160
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8. Bargta: ramameri rdaya paikaja, raise— (Composed at Roumari)
Man meri @m Caranehidgu— (Composed at Badarikashram)
0. Cihnaytra (A pantomime, but there is no written form of fflay available
now)
After Bardowa Sankaradeva went tdhom Kingdom (1516 Ad to 1543). This
period is known as middle peri(%.
Though in this period he was not peacefully setitted place and he wondered

many places, yet he had not stopped his pen.

c) Kirttan Ghaa : 7) Pasanda MardanandNam-Apaadh (Bhagavatand
Brhanniradiya puna, Visnu-dharmmottaraand the suta sashita) (8) Sisulila
(9) Rasakriya (iv) Kangsabadha(10) Gog Uddhab Sabada (11) Kujir Vancha
purana, (12) Akurar Vancla purarna (Bhagawat pufima X)

In this period he composed the Ba#sge.g.Pawe pari hari, Gopl ki goti kaile

etc.
10. Patri Prasada hit (Bhagavat Putina X)

Final period (1543 to 1568) (In the Koch Kingdom)
This period is marked by a comparative quite inlifieeof Sankaradeva and the

career of his order, by the fullest developmeninaid and art, and the fulfillment of

the mission of his life.

11. (i) Bali-chalana(Book VIl Bhagavat Putina)

47.Neog,M (1998)Saskaradeva and his TimeP 161)
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(i) Anadi-Patana (Book VIII Bhagavat Purina)
Bhagvattales from book Xttarardha) XI and XII
d) Kirttan-Ghga 13. Jargsanda-Yuddha 14. Kala-Yavana-vadha
15. Musukunda stuti 16. Syamanta haraa, 17. Naradar Krsna darsana
18Vipra Putradnayan 19.Daivakir Puttra —4nayan 20. Veda-stut
() Lilamala, 21. Rukmiir Prem-Kalaha 22. Bhrgu Parksa, 23. Srikpsnar-
Vaikuntha Prayn, 24.Caturvimgati-Avatra-Varpana 25.Tatprya
13. Renderings of thBhagavat-Puana taken Skandha —
BhagavataX, XlI, I, lll, XII, Kuruksetra
14.  Nimi-Nava-Siddha-Savada
15. Gunandla
16. Ramayana Uttazkanda
17. Lyrics — aBargita, b)Toraya c)Bhaima
18. Doctrinal treatise — &hakti Ratakara
19. Dramas — aiali damana b) Keligopala, ¢) Rukmiiz harana,
d) Parjijat harara, e)Ram vijaya
These are the literary contribution $dnkaradeva to our socief'gsl,which have
religious, moral, spiritral, social, hygienic amiveonmental value.
The Than and Sattra served as a centre of learning and culture ofneaite
movement in the sixteen century. The path findérthe vasnavite movement gave
driving force to the study of the vernacular langgiand for the benefit of the people

they rendered the religious scriptures in particdenguage i.e. into Assamese.

48. Neog, M (1998)Sarikaradeva and his Times® 160-162S)
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Henceforth Assamese become a popular medium oéssion and instruction. In the
toles and Sattres knowledge of higher order, spiritual in contewias generally
imparted. In the toles the curriculum of studiesuded sanskrite literature, grammar,

philosophy, law, astronomy, théedas theBhagavataGita and thepuranasand stress

was laid on memorization of tleatras and commentarie4§.

As a vaisnava leader Sankaradeva also wrote in Assamese and Bvali
language for the benefit of women and common people
kaka buli hari katla harir krttana kikba
yito save akoveaijiine
str7 siudra antya jiti tako siksa diba mati
dhatbe sisave aho pre// 50
(Education should be given to illiterate, womerl &mw caste people to learn

by them with heart)

It is found from early writings o$ankaradeva that he had gave importance on

guest. So he wrote —

atithik nedi kiizba karili bhojana
sizil patek kikz agamya gaman{tal51

(Depriving the guest is sin as like as perversion)

49.Indian Gazetter, (196 Assam StateP. 343.
50.Bhagavata XI PartNimi-Nava-sidha Sambad¥.332.
51.Bhagavata Xl : Uddhava Samd, V. 748.
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Hospitality, truthfulness, purity, forgiveness, #ivess were the cultural
tradition of Assamese society. Whéankaradeva searched for pure and chaste
women to embake tiEambuani, then he gave importance on these qualities

satya,sauca, kama, day,atithi satkara,
kadicito nakarohu &ko tiraskira// >

(Truth, purity, forgiveness, kindness, and hosjiytab guest and never rebuke
others) said byati Ridhika.

According to Narow Sattzdhikar Debananda Goswami, if a guest comes
without any invitation or information then it is g luck for the host and such guest is
known asAmaya Atithi (Devine guest).

Sankaradeva gave importance on moral education atia itnthis writings —

satye niye urdhaka asatya adhogoti

hen yini satyaka éikhibe kar moti/>®
(Truth brings progress and prosperity and liedsidownfall)
Sankaradeva suggested people to be sympathetic to péuple though they
have different religion and should not envy agaihem.
parar dharmaka nihingsib kadicita
kariba bhitaka diya sakarwa chitta/>
As religion and morality are inter connect8dikaradeva’s writings put much

emphasis on the ethical aspects of religion withilagstrations from the epics and the

52.Dwija, (2008) Srr S Dwarikanath Sanawalz, P. 476
53. Sankaradeva’'Harichandra Upakhyan
54. Sankaradeva’'8Bhakti Pradp, V. 141.
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puranas he extolled and elaborated the merits of suchuesrtassatya (truth), daya

(mercy)dana (charity) ahimsz (non-violence)Ksama (forgivenesspnasuyi (absence

of envy)dhrti (patience)Sraddhi (respectdama(control of senseﬁf.’
yat dekh bhita prant sabe winu hena §ini
hiinsa eri kara upakara
visnuka manata dhar sravana Krtana kaa
nistiriba tebese sasaral/>
(All creatures are the form of God. So help therd do not harm them, and

chant the name of God §u to relief from the mundane world)

5.7 Ai Kanaklatz and Rediscover of Bardowa Than
Kanaklati alias LakeT Ai was the first of the three wives of Caturbhuja

Thakura. She was a woman of much ability and greai;q1rti~7dity?r’7 Purgottama
Thakura was the only son dfankaradeva’s son Ramamda Thakura and was the
establisher oPurusa Saihati. Before his demise in 1619 he appoin$edkaradeva’s
younger son’s son Caturbhujdakura asAdhikara. Ai Kanaklat: was the elder wife
of Caturbhuja Thkur among his three wives. Caturbhdjbakura had no son .So in

1648 before the death of Caturbhiifsakura he appointed his elder wife Kanaklas

Adhikira of Purusa Saihati.>®

55.Barua, B.K (2009yasikaradeva vainava saint of AssamPreface.
56.Srimad BlagavataVlll, Balichalan 303.

57.Neog, M (1998)Sarkaradeva and his Times 150.

58.Kalita, N “Ai Kanaklata” Bora (ed 201®ardowa Snitigrantha P 102.
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morardhasarira bara randham hovaya
dharmat nipua sarva krryat sakata
amato bhakata patibrat dharmarata.

mahapurusara dharma sad acaranta.

amar pacat tohu dharmadakhibanta/>®

(My better half, elder wife is the expert in all tke-e.g.dharmaand also
devotion so she can protect tigarmg

In Ran@kanta Muktiar'sAi Kanaklatir Carit (P.12 to P. 16) and Bhadiac's
Anantama Carit (P. 57- P. 68) it is found that Caturbfingkura bestowed his
charge to his wifd\i Kanaklatir.

After Caturbhuja’s death his wives and the wive®ofwttam Thakura used to
live in Koch Bihar at theBhelaSattra But before long they had occasions to fear
persecution from the Koch King with the advice ofinibdara, they with their
daughters, Bmodara and other relatives made their wajom Kingdom‘?0

Damodar Ata was the nephew of Caturbhujdakura. Caturbhujalhakura
adopted Bmodarad from his sister Govinda P#yin 1626 because he had no male
child.™

Anantaim was the grandson ofi Kanaklati and son of Subha@irwas

established th8alguri Sattrawhich is at present in Bardaw han.

59.1bid: P.103.
60.Neog,M (1998)Sasikaradeva and His Time® 151.
61.Sarma, S.N (reprint 2018he Neo varavite movement and the sattra institute of Ass&n93.
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Ai Kanaklati heard the name of Bardawher grand-father-inlaw’s birth place,
from her grand mother —inlawaknd Ai, the second wife dfankaradeva.
parve sankara palryosiniye
lakhi ait kahaya
uttarat bardova bordoul
daksinata prakisaya
tahara madhyata gosnandira
ase bhg ucattara/®
(The abode of Sankara and his temple was in thelem&hd North and South
both side of Bardowand Bordoul was there)
From theThan Varnana Gt i.e. the song described the place about Baidow
Kanaklat searched for Bardowa.

jay jay batadraw# vaikurha dutaya

sehi stlane nija guru bhailanta uday%?’.
In 1655 Damodar ata came to Assam. Damoalattt andAi Kanaklat with
the help of king Jayadhvaja Singha re-establishedardov Than.%*

Mikir King Setu” andBanhishi Bhakat(Forest dewellar devotee) Joyram also

helped them to discover the Bardowhan.®

62. Muktiar, Ramakanta (193%)ai Kanaklata CharitraP. 51.

63. Purusuttam Tikur.

64.Bora, K (2016 Bardowa Smritigrantha P 110.

65. Saikia, Hemchandra (199B)witiya vaikuntha Bardowar BuranjP 57.
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At first they arrived at a place which is known Aibheti (abode of mother)

about five miles to the east of BardoW In 1656 after 140 years Kanaklaand
Damodarad rediscovered the birth and residential plac&aifkaradeva, i.Bardowi
Than. After that Doul Mandir, Idol of visnu, Padasili (foot print of Sankaradeva)
Silikha Vrksha(terminalia citrine) and the abode of tk&tanghar, all are found out

and re established there which the essests ofresept Assamese Society are.

Ai Kanaklat initiated many people into bhakti and deputed veedpostles,
six Brahmanas and six non@manas. Later on she moved to Cinatali near Narowa,

at present Lakhimpur District, whereafodar established &attra under the royal

patronage, which is known as Nam@attra®’
After rediscovered of Bardaw Than Kanaklata’'s elder daughter's son

Anantaram was born.

In 1662, &' January Mirjumla invaded the AssimDamodarata also died in
that year. SoAi Kanaklai went to Chinatali with her apostles and appointed
Anantaim (her grand son) atharmaclarjya. ( Spiritual guide)

After that Kanaklat returned to Bardoav But in her return journey she was

suffering from small pox and died in the year 1668ra Caturdai7 (4" day of Dark

Lunar) at Kalibor. She was the only last generationSahkaradeva famil)§.9 Al

Kanaklag was responsible for a considerable furtherancethef faith of her

66.Neog, M (1969Pabitra Assam P 118.

67.Neog, M (1998arkaradeva and his Times 151.

68.Begum, Chenehi (1999som Buranji P 112.

69. Kalita, N “Aai Kanaklata”, Bora,K (edBardowar smiritigrantha2015: P.116.
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grandfather-in-law. It was for the first time irethistory of Assam Vanavism that a

woman acted as a religious head and appointed péreons as superio7ros.

After the death of Kanaklathere started a clash betweRanikanta the son
of Damodar Ata and Ananta@m the grand son of KanakiatSo in reigned of
Kamaleswar Singha Bardawdevided into two parts. Rakanta’s grand son was
Ramdew and his part was known as Na&awBorhisz, on the other hand Ananians
family Ramcharan’spart was known aSalguri or Saruhisa Narowa’sSattadhikar
held on the basis of hereditariPutranukran) and theSattiadhikar of Salguri by
elderly (jenthanukrameor eldest male member of the family) (source- Delpala Dev
Goswami). In the year 1958 #Dct Bardovi again united for endeavored of some
renowned persons of Assam mainly famous sM@ia Scholar Sahitya Ratna
Harinarayan Duttabarua and then Finance Minister MotiramaBoural development

Minister Mahendra Mohan Chaudhury etc. and othdtumd persons after five

hundred and ten yea-f]s.
The important and memorable year for the Baadwin-

1) Sankaradeva left Bardoav-1516 A.D

2) Rediscovered®ardows Than-1656

3) Clash between Salaguri aNérowa Sattra1799

4) Kirttanghar devided into two parts and King offered themar
Phali (copper inscription)- 1805

5) Attempt to unite Salaguri afdarowa Sattra 1953, #' March

6) United the two party (Salaguri and Na@vi958,11" Oct.?

70.Neog,M (1998)arikaradeva and his Times 151.
71.Bora, K (201% Bardowar SmritiganthaP 47-52.
72 .Ray Choudhury, Bhupendra (201Bardowa Thanar ltihas: P 159.
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5.7.1 Family tree of Narowa and Salguri Sattra(From Legecy person

Saikaradeva)
Sankaradeva (Ealindi) #'w)

(1)Ra{ln5nanda(8) 2 Kar%allochan(S) (?ﬂ #ariche‘.ﬁa (4) Rukm%i (D)

(1) Gobindaprig (D) (2) Ca%urbhuja(S) (3) Klélnakpra/

o [
J

(1) Camodara(S)
(1) Kanakigw) (2) Mukundapriy (W) (3) Reva (Wl}~

(1)Sisumati (W)

J ¢ ¢

(1)Ramkanta(S) (1) Subhaal(D) (2) Bhavaps(D)
(Narovi Sattrg ﬂ
Anargar(S)
SalaguriSattra (S=Son, D=Daughter, W=wife)

5.7.2 There are Some Branches held from Narowa and Salguri Sattra

of Nagaon

Branches held from Naransattraof Nagaon

=

Kuji Sattra(Near Kuji Bill (Lake).

N

Bali Sattra(Near Bardow).

3. Bheiani Na Sattra( Near Bardow)

&

Talibil sattra( Dhing)

o

Itakhuli Sattra(At Morigaon)

Branches held frorfialguri Sattraof Nagaon-
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1. Aibhei Na Sattrg the first Place wherdi Kanaklati Landed and
stayed for some days, five (5) miles distance fBardowa.
2. Sukdalsattra ( Barbori)
3. SukdalSatt@ (Sarubori)
4. ltakhuli™
Now the various branches of these sattras are dpmbtaover Assam and

diffuse the Vainava culture and value education of BarddMaan.
5.8 Functions and Festivals Celebrated at Bardowa Than :

There are celebrated various functions and festighlBardow Than, which

are related to different values. These are:-
5.8.1 Daul Utsava:

Daul Utsavis known as the festivals of colours in all ovedih. Sankaradeva
arranged this festival on the request of his frieadd relatives of Barda@wAfter that
Assamese people also celebrate it in the montthalfyina or Caitra (Feb/March) in
the day of the full moon.

plalgunita govindaka tudi daulata,
daulyitra karai mohotsavdivetata,

ita govindaka yatne dekhe yitojane,

govindara pure sio dnchai rar‘zgamancé’74

73. Neog, M (Ed. 196%abitra AsomP 121-122.
74. Kirttan-Ghoa, UreshavarnanV. 2246.
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(In the month ofPhalguna the image of Govinda is placed on altar and there
takes placeDaul-yatra, a superb function. If one sees Govinda, with fcérefforts,
one dwells in Govinda’s city with pleasures mind.)

The first day ofPhakua is Gandha celebrated a$leshdiha. According to
Sattradhikarof Salguri SattraParnananda Devmahanthuring the goat (hair of goat)
was symbolic i.e, the buring of greed and bad desfithe people.

Both Narova andSaIguri Sattrahave observed this festival, Bbul Mandir
and atKirttanghar. The new dress and ornaments are weared to Lerdlafter had a
ceremonial bath. Then tHehaku is offered to the God ¥hu. The termDoul Yatra
means the travel of the God with temple. After tiet travels start and at first to the
Sattradhikars house and then come out to the streetliaigers. The villagers offer
prayer along with some Arihar{money) and other articles. After observe sometit
returned journey was held to tBaul Mandir and theKirttanghar. Then the devotees
enjoyedPhakua utsavaby giving Phakua powder to one another. Many people come
from various places to enjoy tlighakua utsavaThe villagers of Bardoavarranged
various types of cake, ladoo for hospitality of tngest, and visitors. Various Mel
(fair) also held for the convenience of visitordh@tThan and gttra, town or village
Namgharsof Assam observed this festival very joyfully. (8oes: Field study and
interview)

5.8.2 Pal Nam:

The Pal Nam is a religious festival, which is celebrated ire tmonth of
Phalgunaor Caitra from theEkadas to Parrima. (From the eleven day to full moon).

According to Barbayan (Head drummer) oBalguri Sattra Upen Kalita (teacher),
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when Ahom King Suhungmung (1497-1539) capturedadihbvadeva and
Sankaradeva’s son-in-law Hari on charges of theirualto capture elephant for the
king, thenSankaradeva and his devotees started a kind of pfayeheir life and from
that time thePalnam was started. It was started at Belguri Dabay for seven days,
and now at BardoavThan and all over Assam is observeal pam in different times.
The word Palnam is derived from two words, whereal means by turn andam
means ‘prayer’. It is a continuous chanting of gralpy groups of devotees in turn,

came into practice among the Mava circle.

The main objective of thBalnamwas seeking welfare of thigva or Prani (all

creatures). One such type of prayer is —
kiipara sagara davaki nandana purio manarazkna
bhakatar saga sad nugusuka mukhe tungurza namal/”

(O merciful God of Daivaiks son, fullfil our wish and bless us to alwaysvie
can live together with Bhakat (devotee).

To maintain purity of mind and body is compulsamtiepal nam. Now there
is observed theal nam three times in the year aft@aul Pirnima at Bardowa
Than.”®

In the Bardowaz Than during this festival thousands of people come from
various places of Assam to visit tiiean and offer prayer. There is a custom of $hie
Batadravi Than parichalana samittee to feed from the store (Bhail the devotees
who attend th@alnam of theThan in the last day of thpalnam.

(Sources — Field study and interviewed with Upelitd@arkayan, Salguri Sattrg).

75.Goswami, Tirthanath (ed 198®)adhavadeva: NamghosR 67.
76 .Rajkhowa, Gajen (2011) Barduwat basartu aru Aaalsalnama : P 3.
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5.8.3 Ambulhisi
In the month ofAsar (June)Ambuldis7 is observed by the people of Bardow
from 7" day of Asar to 11" day of Asara. In these daySarai (Prasad) have not been

offered toKirttanghar. At the 11" days ofAsar after bath and purification aganam

prasaiga is started inside thBoul or theKz'rtanghar.77

Bardowa is known as a centre of culture from the timeSafikaradeva. The
two Sattras of Bardowz Than — Salguri and Narow have been known as institutions
of excellence in the field of art and cultuigardowaz Than celebrates various other
socio-religious festivals and functions in dailydasccationally system —

5.8.4 Caidhya prasaga

The prayer functions performed daily in Bwan or Sattra is known as
prasaiga. Caidhya prasaga was not held at the time ofankaradeva, some
hagiographers said it started by Madhavadeva ant ssaid that from the time of
Sankaradeva’s grand son, Purusottamaakiii was the inaugurator of Caiddhya
praszmga.78 There are various rules and regulations to perftiese prasmas.
Devoteeshould follow the dress code and other rules agdlations.

These are —

1. Male Devotee should wear clean whitieiti, cadar and @mocta.(Rapper

cloth and Assamese towel)

77.1bid : P4.
78.Goswami, K.N.D (2014pattra Sangskitir Ruprekh® 26.
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2. The mainnam lagowi (Leader of congregational prayer) can eat onlitlig
food and he should tak&arunala (Rosary) and should not keep beard and
mustaches.

3. Thedeur (Prasad distribution) must be free from any disease ardtloa
nail and keep very clean. He must learn the rufdg the light and other
regulations from seniors. At the time of prasadritigtion he must fasten
his mouth with a cloth for hygienic reason.

4. They can sit on the seat Kath (mat) Devotees may arrange their seat in
vertical way. They can not leave the place befoka the prayer.

5. The offering tray §arar) must be covered with ahana leaf, and is offered
by deur.

6. Women devotee should follow the dress code. Thegt mearmekhed
cadar andriha. (They can sit horizontally after the idole of Hiamn and
Garula Pakin)

7. Act of Bathing and combing the hair is compulsosfdoe prayer, take
food etc. (SourceSalguri SattradhikarParamananda Deva Mahanta)

Caidhya Prasaga is the daily agenda of prayer in tBattraor Than. Now a

day Caidhya prasagas are not observed in aBattras. Bardowa Than is followed
these Caidhya prasaga (Fourteen Prosea) in every day and on some special
occasion there are three extra pr@se, observed here. Each pragsa consists of
several units, should depict four sentiments, viz -

i) Ananda

i) Sthapana,
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iii) Bandar,
iv)  Khelq”

These are grouped into three divisions to be olesem morning, afternoon

and evening. The major portions of prayers, sohgsins and recitations are adopted

from the writings oSankaradeva and stihavadeva’

1)

2)

3)

4)

5)

6)

7

Tal Kobaa (Cymbal performance): In the dawn sentitat: bhakatcomprises a
song with fourghasas and moves from the 4 houses of the disciples.réted
concluded with the words Bhakat fandhava Horiboland he sits on his own
place.

Manjira nam: Manjira performs with khutitzl (small cymbal) with four
Ghogis.

Morning prasa:gas of women devotees: Here the women devotees simg fiv
Ghogis.

Derporia prasaiga (afternoonPrasarga) : Inside theKirttanghar lit the light
and both th&attras performanam prasaiga togetherPrasad is offered in this
prasaiga

Path prasa:ga: In this prasaga devotees read out a portion from kirgtan,
the Bhagavator Rantiwali.

Sinya pith: Here devotees read out tRhagvatawithout any am prasaga
Nam prasaiga or Biyalir jora: with Tal andKhol, Gayan-Bayan performs this

prasa:ga with a song.

79.Lekharu, Upen (ed 195Katha.Guru.Carit P 521.
80. Sarma, S.N (201@he Neo-Vairavaite movenmeny arithe satra institution of Assar® 127.
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8) Ghaosa Kirtan: In this prasaiga comprises foutGhasas with Tal (cymbal).

Then akirttanais also performed in thigrasaiga

9) Biwalee Prasaga (Evening performance of women devote€E)e women

devotees performlam prasaiga with four Ghaosas in thisprasarga

10) EveningPrasaiga cymbal performance: As like as morning a seniorotee

performes thigprasazga with a pair of cymbal.
11) Gupamala prasaiga: After beating theDoba (drum), this prasarga is
performed with readingGuramala’ and Bhaima, TorayaandChapaya

12) Khol prasaiga: In this prasaiga is performed with Khol. It is a very amusing

and funny prasaja for devotees.

13) Ghosa prasaiga or ghaa kirttan: Like biyali prasazga in this prasaiga is
performed withkirttan andghaosa.

14) Sesa pal jora or path prasaga This is the endingrasaiga of the daily
prasaiga. Here is read out one stanza from Biggavat and conclude the

prasa:ga for one da)ﬁ.l
5.8.5 Bhada Mahar Tithi and Nam

The Tirobhava (death anniversary)Tithis of both Sankaradeva and
Madhavadeva fall in the month 8hadra. Again the birthday of Lord #na which is
known asJanandisrant also falls in this month. The people of Assam obsehis

month asPunya mizha, i.e. religious or piety month and both male aghdle devotees

81.Goswam, K.N.D (2014¥pattra sangskritir Ruprekhdp. 28-32.
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chant theNam starts from the day ofangkranti (last day of the month ofawon
according to the Assamese calendar .The entire hafnthe Bhadra was devoted to
namkirttana by men and women of the t®8attrasof Bardowz Than at Kirttanghar

andPad&il a.
5.8.5.1 Sarkkaradeva’s Tithi

On the second day of the bright modiuKla Dwitiya) is heldthe Tirobhava
Tithi of Sankaradeva which is observed all over Assam. Thigtion is observed in
Bardows Than for two days. The daily prasgas are held regularly and in the day
time both Sattra enactedBhojan Beharand on the nighSalguri Sattra enacted the
Rukmiii Harana Nar and Narov@ Sattra enacted theKarirsa VadhaNar at night.
Seminars and discussions are also held in thistdagiscuss about religious and
spiritual subjects and invited th8attradhikaraand other intellectual persons to
participate the functions. Many peoples are com8adodova from far and wide to
attend and participate in the seminers @ittli of Sankaradeva irrespective of caste
and creed. Moreover other cultural functions ase abserve this dajNamkirttana is

continued whole the day in th&rttangharandpadsil a.

The first day of thdithi is observed a&andha On this day every head of the
family offers the annuaGurukar (tax, tithe) to theSattradhikarsof both Sattras.
Sattradhikars offer these collectedsurukar to the Batadravi Than Parichalar

Committee Committee offer$rasad to all visitors and guests.

(Source — Field study and interview withj&saRajkhowa)
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5.8.5.2 Tithi of Madhavadeva

In the Krsna Paficani Tithi of Bhadra (%‘ day of the dark moon), is observed
the Tithi of Madhavadeva all over Assam. Bardowz Than Cauddhya Prasaasis a
nitya Karjya (Regular work). In this daja-ghaa of Purusottama Thakur is chanted
specially with otherprasaiga. Like on Sankaradeva’sTithi there enacted a day
Bhaoriz Dadhi-Mathanand in the night enacted thH&irijat Harara and Kangsha

badha on the tithi of Midhavadeva.

5.8.5.3 Janamastamr

Birthday of Lord Ksna is celebrated on the dark eight lunar daleidra all
over India. In theBardowz Than also celebrate th@namiasrant with great joyful
haste for two daysSankaradeva said to worship one God i.esié. According to
Sankaradeva —

krsna se kwar chaachar jagatora,
yaraajna pale brahma winu mahesvari’

(Krsna is the Lord of the whole universe, BrahWisnu, Siva also obey the
order of Krsna).

Bardowz Than celebrateslanandisrant for two daysLadoo (a sweet made off
rice powder) is the special item of tReasazd on this day. The first day night there is
enacated th&ri Krspa Janmayatraand second day was tiRacati Utshav.Women
and children participated in this function with rhypomp and pleasure.

(Same — field study and interview with Bhobswari Mahanta)

82.Bhagavat VI, Ajamil Upakhya.321.
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Other functions are observed Bardowa Than, which have also social, moral

spiritual, aesthetic and religious value.
5.8.6 Birth Anniversary of Sainkaradeva

The birth anniversary cfankaradeva is celebrated in tBardows Than. In the
Sukla Dasant Tithi (tenth day of bright moon) of the month .&§winathe Tithi of
Sankaradeva is celebrated all over Assam and now iilows places of the world also.
Birth anniversary is celebrated for three to foaysl in theBardowaz Than. Pacati
Utsavafollowed the next day of th@anamotsavaThe women devotee and children
take part on thisitsava It is found that young generation also takes pgrbeating
Khol and other performing art fdfarkara jonamotsavaAll children maintain dress
code and offered, prayer which is learn fr@&or-gayan and Bor-bayan of Bardow:
Than, when they participate in th&m prasaga. (Source — field study). In the year
1968 Sarkar Janamotsavawas celebrated for forty five (45) days with grand
provision. Various renouned persons and ministech fs — Bimala Prasad Chaliha,
Mahendra Mohan Chaudhury, Laksmi Prasad Goswama#tnded thdanamosava
of Sankaradeva. Various religious seminers and discussiBhaona and cultural

functions are also held for that rea§6|Nowadays so long celebration is not observed.
5.8.7 Rasa Utsava

Like other performing artsRasa is one of the most outstanding art forms
performed by the people of Assam, specially inTthens andSattrss. Rasa Utsavais

observed on the day of full moon in tf&rat kil (autumn season)

83. Bora (Ed. 2015Barduwar SmritigranthaP. 143
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sarata lglara rati ati bitopana,

rasa krida karate ksnara bhaila man&>*

(In the beautiful and charming autumn season, Kataia desired to enjoy the
Ras sport).

In Bardowa, Rasawas performed in the local stage for three to fbays. The
Rasa ba is related withBhakti Sankaradeva'¥elilgopala nat was based on the story
of Rasa bla, where Lord Ksna played with th&oprs of Vrindavana. In thé8ardowa
Than there onegprasarga is held from theRasa Krttana andBiyalee(evening) women
devotees also chant tResa krttana and end the function witRasa rim.

(Source .Gajen Rajkhowa )

5.8.8 Guru Tithis

Like the Tithis ofSankaradeva and Bthavadeva in Bardawthe Tithis of
ancestors were observed to offer respect for thémehwis known asGuru Tithi In
Assam, otheBattrasandThans also observed the Tithi of their ancestors. Onding
of the death anniversary of LaBattradhikarsboth theSattras of Bardovia observed
their Tithi by organizeNam-krttana and other cultural activities.

These are —

a) Tithis of Narowa Sattra: Narowa Sattrais known as “Borhisif, where

‘Bar’ means ‘big’ or ‘elder’ and ‘hisii means par?.5
In 1799 thekirttanghar of Bardowa Than divided into two parts. EndevaAta

i.e. Narowd was known as Borhis because he was elder than Ramchak&n of

84.Kirttan-Ghoa (Ras Kria), V. 807.
85.Mahanta ,Maheswar (ed 20(Hjndi Asomiya AbhidharP. 632.
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Salguri. Sattizdhikar of Narowa is inherited i.e.(Putranu Kramég the elder son of
Sattiadhikar will become next inheritor of th8attra After a prolonged quarrel in
1958 on 11 Oct for the endeavour of some well wisher tookisien to remove the
partition of thekirttanghar and started to perform the reguRrasazgasaand othei
religious and socio-cultural activities by b&hattraunder the same rodt.
5.8.8.1 The Narowa Sattra celebrated total tweleve tithis of their predecess
Sattizdhikars from Purusottam Thakur to Purna ch. Dev GoswaAtai (Souree-
Devanand Devagoswami)
5.8.8.2 Tithis of theSalaguri Sattra: The Sattadhikars of Salguri Sattrais selected
on the basis of being elder of the whole familyisT8attrais known asSaruhisa
Salguri Sattraobserved the Tithis of the twenty predecessors fParusottam Takur
to Someswar Deva Mahanta. (Source- Bhuvanesam&uatoguwani.)
5.8.9 Bihu : Bihu is the main cultural festival of Assamese soci@lye Assamese
people celebrate three Bihus in a year:
i) Kati Bihu, ii) Maghar Bihy iii) Bahag Bihu

Kati Bihu is related with agriculture. In theruka (before the Bihu) each
Assamese family planted Bulg (Basil) in front of their courtyard and lit a ligho
protect the home from pollution, because tulsi daseditional value. In the morning
people go to the paddy field with a bunchSafwz (a kind of tree) leaf to protect the

paddy from insects.

86.Roy Choudhury,B (201Bardowar Thanar Itihas P 159.
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People of Bardow offer new cloths to th&uru Asan On that day devotees
offer an extraarttana in thekirttangha. It is known aKarngalee Bihu(poor bihu) so
in the evening people offdPrasada to the Tuls (Basi plant) and distribute these
Praszda mainly to the children.

Magh Bihu: Magh Bihu is celebrated on the day Makar Saigkranti
(January fourteenth of fifteenth). In the nightuka i.e. the day before bihu there
built a temporary house likBlamghar which is known aBhelighar. In that house
people built a temporaryhapanz (holy altar) and offeredPrasada with prayer by
performingKhol andTal. After distribute thd’rasad a ceremonial feast is arranged by
collecting food materials from villagers Iwitimota (inviter).

In the morning of the Bihu fired the temporary heusith prayer for the
welfare of the villagers. People offered new cltitthe Altar ofkirtanghar and new
rice to theHay7 Bhakatfor Magh Bihu.In the first day of the [gh people of Bardoav
offeredNa-chaul (New rice) to theDoul Mandir also: ThisBihu is known asBhodili,
because abundance of all sorts of food items. Wity brotherhood is the main aim to

celebrate this Bihu. It was found thdnkaradeva celebratddagh Bihuon the way

when he went to Borpmf37

Bohag Bihu: Bomag Bihu is known asRangalee Bihu The first day is the
Garu Bihu(Cow Bihu) cow is an essential animal for agriotdt country. So the day
Assamese people workship the cow by giving bath reewd poghi (rope) andpitha

(cake).Boardowz Than offered Gandha tel(scented oil) to all families of Borhis

87.Rajkhowa, G (2011Bardowat BasartuP. 14.
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Saruhia and Aibheti. With new cloth in the morning people to theBardowaz Than
and Daul Mandir and offered clothprasada etc. Prasarga is also held withUruli

(thrilling sound) and hand fan is used in this tagod.

Rangalee Bihuis enjoyed with various ways ahdisariandBihu song is sung
by beatingdhol, bamboo instrumentpep: etc. Unitiy, brotherhood, hospitality to
guest are other important subjects in tBibu. They show respect and affection to
each other by offeringamog and other things, which are the customs of Assames
society.

(Source : Field Study)
5.8.10 Ekadast

There are observed twenty fikadasi (eleventh day of the Lunar month) in

year at Bardow. It is found that at the time &fankaradeva, observelkadasi was

88
compulsory.

According to Salguri Sattadhikar Paramananda Deva Mahant&Ekadas?
fasting is observed for hygienic value, becausest@uld give a rest to our internal
body atleast two days in a month. On the daklafdast there are performed two extra

prasaigasone by men and the other by women inBlaedowaz Than.
5.8.11 Sar Radhika Utsava

Saf Radhika is recognized as a chaste woman at the time df&®adeva, who

brought the water wittPola (hollow fishing basket) to embaked the Tambuahie S

88.Lekharu (1952Katha Guru Carit: P. 112, Daitary Thakur : V. 543.
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was a woman of low caste. AccordingSamkaradeva there was no difference between
high and low castes because all are equal in ¢/ sf God.

brahmanara chndalr nibisari kula

datata chorata yenasti ekatulai/89
(There should not be any difference betwBethmanaandcandal, thief or donor).

In 1960 there was established a building for thenog of Sat Radhika on the
bank of theSantijan. Every year there is celebrated 8af Radhika Utsavain the full
moon of the month dBohag. Both social and spiritual values are related whik
function, by which one can feel the meaning of ditaraanism.

5.9 Bardowa asa Tourist Place

Than and Sattras have always been the life line of Assamese culamd

heritage. TheSattrasof Assam are spiritual institutions and they are home for

promoting the art, culture and history$fmantaSankaradeva, who was a great Saint,

philosopher and writer of Assain.

All religious places of the world along with birfilaces of various religious
Propagator have been declared as world heritagegknd built as tourist places. e.g.
birth place of Jesus Crist-Jerujalam, Ramkrishmarmhansa’s Dakhineswar, Kolkata
etc. As the birth place ofankaradeva theVaisnava Guru and preacher of
Eka-Sarana-Nama-Dharma Bardowa is also a holy tourist place which has calm and

quite environment wittNamkrttana (prayer) like andshramof Ancient saint.

89.Kirtanghasa: Srikrisnar Vaikupha PrayanV. 182.
90.Dr. Rajib Ch Dev. Goswami “A rich legacyssam TribuneApril 23, 2016.
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The Vaisnava Thans and sattras of Assamare the sites for tourist interest.
There is found a unique lifestyle in eveFfian and Sattra VariousThan and sattras
of Assam e.g — #@bousi, Madhupur, Daksinpat, Kuehi, Gharmur etc. have their
own customes and manners though they follow thandaism. Like otheiThan and
sattrasBardowa Than also follow the traditional life style which wasuiad in the time
of Sankaradeva. Thédatr Bhakata(Residential devotee) of thighan have their own
rules and regulations. They wear clean whikati, cadar (wrapper) and a@amosi
(Assamese towel) Every residentitiakatmust tooksaran from theirGuru and some
of them are Mala Vastu lowi Bhakat(Rosary Devotee)

Their sweet and calm behavior attracted the touHgt7 Bhakatsare the
valuable human resource of tiiban andsattras Hatis (residence) oBhakatsare on

the bank of théiati Pukhuri(pond).

5.9.1 The Environment of Bardowa Than

The Environment oBardowa Than is very attractive with valuable trees. These are
(1) Patisondi (Acacia calachu) tree which was related witmkaradeva’s
cihnayatra.
Patisonda ak bikshase bhazy'makai91

(A big Patisonda tree is there)

(2) Silikha tree (terminalia citrine), The tree wheSenkaradeva sit under it
when he wrote various scriptures. the fruits of $il&kha used to make ink to write on

the Sichipat’s bark.

91.Ramcharan ThakurGuru caritV. 1484.
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pachime silikly brksha haliya achaya
tahate auiji guru pustaka likhays
(On the western side there wasSiikha tree where the Guru wrote the

scriptures)
Now there grow a new branch from that original one.

(3) Sanchi tree (Aquilaria Agalloca) the bark of the tree was ugedwrite

various manuscripts.

(4) Varatree (Ficus religiosa) The tree related with the nafmhBardowa.
(5) Neem tregAzadirachta indica)
(6) Age old MangotreéMangifera Indica)

(7) Bilambi tenga(fruits like caramobola) etc.

Various birds both local and migratory are alsonibun the campus of
Bardowas Than. Mainly from the month of Decembar to February snamigratory

birds come to AkasGanga of Bardowa and make it fascinating. (Source: field study)

Bardowz Than is a distinct compound witKarapat, Soblaghar, Kirttanghar,
Padg&ila, Musium Doul Mandir etc. with waterbodies related with the time of
Sankaradeva.

The tourist, devotees and research scholars hawe ¢o this holy place to

fulfill their curiosity and enjoyDaul Utsay Pal-Nam, andGuru Tithisetc. Bardows

92.“Bardowa Prasasti.
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Than is a place which is related with social, religipasltural and spiritual life of the

Assamese people.
5.9.2 The important resour ces of the Bardowa Thanpa

Torana (Arch gate) There are thr@®ranas (arch gate) with thetambha citra
(pillar art) of Gayan—Biyan and Satriya culture welcoming tourists and other visitors
and devotees tBardows Than on the national highway 37 at Khutikatia, Dimaragur
and one at Haiborgaon in the Nagaon Town. Theamagher gate just on the entrance
of the Bardowa Than. The art of these gates have great religious,itsgirand

aesthetic value.
5.9.3 Karapat or Batchora (gate house)

The entrance leading to the interior of a satttnisvn aKarapat.>

Karapat has no walls. There are thriéarapats, one is on the east side, one is
on the west side and other n&arapat is in front of theKirttanghar.

The Karapat of the east side is designed a grégii (wicker hat), which is
near the NarowSattradhikar's house.

The Karapat on the west side is an artistic with aesthetic gpiditual value.
There are twdMagarsOr Makerstop of theKarapat and two sets of lion, elephant and
tortoise in front of itMagaraor Makerais a figure of an imaginary animal resembling
a fish and having a trunk like that of an eIepl‘?ﬁn‘[he main gate o®attra/Thanor
Namghar of Assamese Vamava cultureMagara is used as a symbol of unity and

integrity. The symmetrical form of the door waysthwthe Mokara motifs, instills in

93.Sarma, S.N (2016)he satra institute of Assanf 101.
94.Hemkosh Abhidhen :780:781.
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the devotees mind a kind of exalted stability amdumknown eagerness not for

fulfilling her or his selfish interest, but for amtcumulating a kind of peace which is

not one’s own , but universa.

There are two birds with two “Makaras” who partakilme Anyta rosa(divine
fruit) of wisdom® Such type of symbolic pillar also found at Stadfdsniversity,
U.S.A

There are also other figures a@asai Kapor on the pillar. It motivated the
people towards theBardows Than with Sankaradeva’s philosophy of New-
Vaisnavism.

5.9.4 Kmrttanghar

There are two big lions @n simgha) in front of the famou®ardowa
Kirttanghar, which was built byCamaguriSattradhilir Rudrakanta Goswanin 1955
and established in the year 1968.

Inside theKirttanghar there are twoSikizhasanaswith seven steps and an

Amohigharon the top of th&iizhasana

The Siinhasanasare kept on the east side of tKérttanghar, known as
Manikur: (treasure house) There are nine doors symbolind types ofbhakti
(devotion), seven steps &rizhasanasdenotes thesapta vaikurhas (seven heaven).
There are total 28 wooden tortoises, elephants limmd in the four sides of the

Skithasana or Gurudsana.

95.Medhi, SiddhartaMyth of the Makara, Assam Tribur2016 Feb 20.
96.Neog,M (reprint 2005) Sankaradeva's (cover page).
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Here the elephant is the symbol of Sin and the isahe symbol of power that
is namasiizha The Nam Shha discarded the sin of the people. (SouRgnyabrata
Goswamj NikamulSattrg).

On the top there isimahighar where kept theBhagavatg Kirttana or
Guranmla .Siirhasanais coverd with beautifulGosii Kapor (cloth of God) where
there are shining with the flower of gold or silveifered by devotees. Above the
Siithasanasthere is a beautiful frilly shade which is knows @Gandratip (canopy)
Sankaradeva kept/ddava Sabad in the Thapana or Asanawhen he intiated his Guru
and others’!

Inside theKirttangharthere are other valuable assests such as- 25{tirea}
khols wooden Garunda Pakh and Hanumn, light stand, Akhaiza pradpa
(continuous tilling light)Tal (cymbals)Sarai (offering tray), Iron Box (where devotees
offeres) etc. Brass metal door is another valualistic assest of thEhan which was
offered byAhom King Kamaleswar Singha (source: Jogesh Ataij.tRe devotees
there was always kept ti&th (Mat) inside the<irttanghar. To Maintain dresscode is
compulsory inside the&irttanghar for maledhati, Panjabi/Cadar and for female
Mekheli-chadar Tourist also followed this dress code insideKimttanghar.

5.9.5 Paddila (foot print stone of Sankaradeva)

The wordPadasila derived from the two word®adameans “foot” andsila
means stone. There are tRadaila of Sankaradeva kept in the two houddgar and
Daksin. Sankaradeva kept his feet on these two stones whenmrbdi the scriptures.

When Sanakaradeva and his friends and families escaped Bardova for atrocities

97.Lekharu, U (1952)Katha Guru Carit P.37.
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of Kachari then he kept theBadasil as under the ground. Wheki Kanaklati came to
Bardowa in searched of her grand-father-in law abode attitme Ahom Barphukan
Tansu Kowar's wife dreamt a dream about Paslasil a.
pase phukan [Ginj ya rajajie
suna yena kahilanta
sapnate dhanke asiyaapuni

sarkare dekh dilanta™®
(Sankaradeva said about Hadasila to the wife of Tansu Phukan in the dream)

After that Ai Kanaklati found the exact place of thadasila from the dream
of Phukan’s wife and excavated tRadaila beneath the ground. In 1971 b&httra
of Bardows Than the Narowa and Salguri established the foundation stone of the
Pad&ila houseone inMaghi Pirnima (fullmoon of the month of NMgh) and other in
the Daul Parnima. The art inside th@adasila house has great aesthetic and spiritual
values.

Some spiritual and religious activities @han e.g. Sarana, Bhajang etc.
initiated in thePadaila house, byNarowa andSalguri Sattra Evening and morning
Prasargasare also held iPad&ila house.

Inside theDaksin Padsila there are six disciples of 3iu and Rma painted
honourary by artist Nirmal Ch Maharita. These are — (1) Uddhava (2) Vidvra
(3) Maitreya (4) Jamabavanta (5) Vikéna and (6) Hanuan. On the wall there are

found the ten incarnations of . (Source- field study)

98.Muktiar, Ramalknta, Ai Kanaklata Charitra V. 51.
99.Bora, K. (ed 2015Bardowa sntigrantha: P 193.
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Inside the northern (uttaBadalila house there are found the 12(twelve) great
Vaisnavas of the twelve posts. These are -

(2) Brahmaz (2) Manu (3) Hara (4) Kapila (5) Kumara (6)
Suka (7) Bhisma  (8) Bali  (9) Yama (10) Janaka (11) Bhisma (12) Prahlada.
All these art and relics motivate the touristd devotees come from far and wide.

5.9.6 Naivedya @ha (votive house)

Naivedya ghais the store house of various things offered byotkes. There

is a belief that to offer salt in thBardowa Than fulfilled the wishes of devotees. It is

found that there was also a system of store hdutbe dime ofSankaradeva
5.9.7 Patnad (well)

Near the uttaPadsila (Northern foot stone) a well is preserved from mehe

Sankaradeva used water, when he stayed at Bardow
5.9.8 Daul Mandir

Daul Mandir is situated on the southern side of tK&ttanghar There
Sankaradeva established a s idole. Daul Utsavawas held in that Mandir.
Sankaradev’s first dram@ihna yitra was staged at the present sitd®afil Mandira
which was built by his disciples as high stage esips direction”’ Now there are
two idols of Lord Ksna — one isVamst Badan (Krsna with flute) and other ikarua
Gopila (Krsna with ladoo) i.e th&ishu Krsna (Child Krsna) There is also Maivedya

Grha (votive house). The environment Dfaul Mandira is very beautiful. Near the

100.Lekharu, U (ed 1952 atha Guru Carit: P. 302.
101.Mahanta, H (2015) BardawBecon : P 5.
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Mandira there is a pond of LotusPédum Pukhu) This pond is also known as

Safijivan Pukhut. A children park is also there.
5.10.9 TambuarT jan, Santi jan and Satr Radhika memorial

It is said that when Lord iKna went to Dwarka then he took, a rest at
Bardowva. At that time his wife Rukmi’'s temi (lime pot) fell on the water. After that
the name of the water body was known7asnbuam jan. In the Rukmiiz Harana
kavyathere is found the name Bémbnam

tembrani bandhe bals prabandhe
bardowa name gama

durllav rarayene al bahu nane

dila devidis rﬁmal/102

(Tembuah jan is in the Bardow village where the name of King Durlava
Narayana is related)

Once upon a time the flood of Tembmndestroyed the cultivation of Bardaw
Sankaradeva said that to embake a dum there needtaciamen. Bardowwas the
pioneer of social development and upliftment of theckwards or downtrodden
communities. Many backward caste people receivecholn@able place at
Sankaradeva’s impartiality. SaRadhika was also a lower caste woman. But for her
purity of mind she became a famous lady and estadydi a place in the society. She
brought the water in pala (Fishing basket) and help to embek ffzanbuni This was
an example of equality which helps to reform theiety and now which is in our

Indian constitution about equality. AccordingSmkaradeva —

102.Rukmizz Harana Kavya V 529.
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siro candalaka garistha @i
yara jibhagre thake hari il
(Man who chant the name of God, and then he becaspectable, though he
is a lower caste or chandala)

In 1962 when Binow Bhave came to Bardoavthen he established the
foundation Stone of SaRadhika Smriti Soudh. (Sati Radhika Memorial)
5.9.10 Akashr Ganga

Bardowa faced drought at the time SBnkaradevaSankaradeva advised the
people of Bardow to chant name of God for water. At that night éheras raining
cats and dog and blooming the lotus and scarcityadér was going on.

girisit kari asi parilek jal,
sabdasuni sarvaloke bhailante vikét™

(“Water was flowing with a large sound and peopb¢ @stonished to hear this
sound”) After that this water body was known dkisi Ganga. Because people
believed that for the blessing of God water pouredh the sky. Migratory bird has
come to thedkasr Gannga in the season and it became the place an extrevealytiful

place.
5.9.11 Pat sila
When Ai Kanklata came to Bardoivthen she brought the (foot print stone)

which is known agatsila of her husband Caturbh[_ﬂhz‘nkurlo5 with her. In 1992, 8

103.Kirttan ghaa, Pasanda MarddanaV. 111.
104.Ramcharan Thkur, Guru carit, V. 1794.
105.Roy chaudhury , Bhupendra (20Bardowar Thanar Itihas P 120.
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July this patsila founded in a new building ndéwisi Ganga. There always held two
prasa:gasin morning and evening there.
5.9.12 Rabhaghar (Auditorium)

There are twoRabhighars for two Sattras-Narows andSalguri. The function
related with sattriya culture are held in thedRablaighar —e.g Bhao#, Sattriya

function and at the time ddaul Utsav the Daul Govinda(ldole of Krsna) stay here

for some time , to perform the ritual.
5.9.13 Narghar (Stage)

Narghar is in the western side of th&rttanghar. Narghar was built in the
yearl968. There held meetinghaona etc. Devotee who has come to visit the
Bardowi Than take rest in this hous&®
5.9.14 Sabhighar (Seminar Hall)

Sablaghar was built near the entrance of ffén in 1968. Various seminars,

meetings, religious conferences etc. held in thisske.
5.9.15 Hari Pukhurt

Hari pukhut andHari of the Bhakat

chariphale charihati malbhaktagana

choudhya pragga kare @mar kirttar >’

Every Than and Sattra has four sides where their devotees reside. On the

eastern side of th&irttanghar there is found theHarr Pukhui with Harr of the

106.Rajkhowa, Gajen(2018ardowa Thanar Citraputhi: P. 27
107. ThanVarnanar Git
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Residential devotees. The devoteesThfn maintain the traditional customs of the
Than. They follow thechaidhya prasagasregularly. There was dhek ghar (Morter
House) where they grind the rice to offer the latiotheKirttanghar.  (Source: field

study).
5.9.16 Mahendra Kandali Sanskrit 7ol

Sankaradeva received education at Mahendra Kandalits at the age of 12
and wrote his first poerdartala Kamlaand since that day his pen was never %%p.
So at Bardow near theDoul Mandir there established a Sanskrit tole on the name of

Mahendra Kandali, th&uru of Sankaradeva in the year 1977.

5.9.17 Ai Khersiitt Sangskriti Mancha (Cultural Stage)

There is a big cultural stage on the bank of4k&sr Gannga in the name of the
cultured lady, the grand mother $dinkaradeva for whorSankaradeva became a well
educated multifaced genius of the world. Kia&rgave moral and spiritual education
to Sankaradeva and gave examples of their cultured afdenfrefathers to inspir

him.
amar variisat apaudita nai ,

toi murkha hoba khuisan&?

(There was no uneducated person in our family.y&tegoing to be a fool?

108.Lekharu, U (1952Katha Guru Carit: P 27.
109. Lekharu U,(1952Katha Guru Carit:P. 25.
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5.9.18 Library and Seminer Hall

In the year 2013 there established a full furnishite@ry near theirttanghar.
There kept some valuable books wiiinchi patar puthi Seminer Hall is used for

various purposes and religious discussions abeuihim.
5.9.19 Naimisa Ksetra

Another important tourist point of tf@ardowz Than is theNaimisa ksetra. It
is near thedkasi Ganga Gate.Sage Ugrashrawaexplained theBhagavatain the
Naimisa Aranyawith other sages. In this place this type of at sagdJgrashrawa
and other Hermits are exibited. In the year 28@®&aon Sut Sanmilaestablished it

and handed over to tHdvan management committee Bardowaz Than 2003.
5.9.20 Tourist Lodges

There are total ten tourist lodges for both mald famale in the names of
variousVaisnava Gurus These ares-

(i) 4i Kankalati Bhawan (ii) DamoderAta Bhawan (iii) Ramikanta Muktiar
Atai Bhawan (iv) Mahila Yatri Niwas, (v) Six tourist guest house nedkasi Ganiga.
5.9.21 SrimantaSaiikaradeva GavesanPratistn

In 1978 aVaisnava university was established near BardoWan. But for
some technical difficulties the decision was chahgad established a research
centre.There are various valuable religious booksl @ther books,Sachipt
manascipts, ancestoral objects suctbadz (palanquin), Bor Japi (large wickers hat)
etc. These are kept very systematically and thrariidgin of this pratistin Upen Saikia

(also abayan) is very informative person. Some important scries on Sacpat are —
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Sanskrit Bhagavata of Sridhara Swmi, Sridhara Kandali's book, Gap Ata’s

Janmayitra Nat etc.

5.9.22 Bardowa Ksudra Sangrahalay (Mini M useum)

Every Than and Sattras have their own museum to preserve the various
ancestroral things d¥aispava culture. InBardowz Than there established a museum
in the year 1973 obDaul Purnimia. There are preserved various things e.ghalli
Citra (wall picture)satmbha citra(pillar art) idole of the various god, wooden gt
Charia (Tub) and many other things related with agria@tand day to day life. From

these things and art, one can know about the rilthre ofVaispavaThan andsattras

5.9.23 Administrative Building

There is an administrative building which is knowas Batadravi Than
Paricalarg Samiti. The Official activities are done here. There isspreed amukla

(Mask) inside this house.

5.10 Committees of Bardowa Than

In 1949 the 508 birth anniversary ofankaradeva was held @ardows Than
with the effort ofSattra Sanghaand other pious and cultured persons of Assam and
many other well wishers of Bardowdhan came to participate this anniversary . A
resolution was passed in that meeting about thdgamation ofBardowsz Than as a
socio- cultural and religious centre of Assam, weh&larows and Salguri has

performed their duties in their owddamghar But this was not success. So after that
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Harinarayan Dutta Borua stayed at Bardotwo solve the probIer%iL.O For his
optimistic attempt th&attradhikarsof Narowa andSalguri agreed to that resolution.

On 16/01/55 there formed a committee to developBalowsz Than, named
asBatadrows Smrti samraksana somiti The members of the committee were-
(1) Mahendra Mohan Choudhuri — President (PresideRtadesh Cong. Committee)
(2) (a) Bimala Kanta Bora (MLA) Vice President

(b) Haladhar Bhuyan Vice Prestden

(3) Ram Nath Sarma -Secretary. (Other members &lgsoepresent in this committee)

After that government of Assam sectioned Rs. 2B60@0the development of
Bardowz Than. On 08/07/55 there was held a meeting and planéévelop thélhan
and also accepted eight (8) resolutions for that] eeceived donation from the
Assamese people to develop THen.

A petition was also published for donation from tAesamese people to
preserve the memory oBardows Than. Many M.L.A, M.P and prominent
personalities at that time were the member of¢baimittee. Some of them were-

(1) Kuladhar Chaliha (Speaker of Assembly), (2b&leanta Baruah (M.P),

(3) Puspalata Das (M.P), (4) Padma Kumari GohaiasiBent of Dibrugarh District),
(5) Siba Prasad Sarma (Mongoldoi), (6) MahendraaBbakhimpur).

All members of theBatadravi smrti samraksana commitiwere also included

in it. For the hard work and good wish of the peopf Assam Bardoivgotun on

11/10/58. After that the old committee handed dher charge to the new committee

110.Bora,K (ed 2005Bardowa Smritigrantha: P 49.
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named bysSri Sri Batadravi Than Paricaloni committee.The members of the
committee were-

(1) Purna Chandra Dev Goswar8aftradhikarNarowa Sattrg)

(2) Bhava Chandra Deva Mahan8attradhikarSalguri Sattrg

(3) Kush Deva Adhikari (Secretary) and other gahenembers of the

commiti.

Again for some internal controversy the developmentThan became
stagnant. So after six (6) years again another dtieenwas formed with Joint
Secretary ies-

(1) Bimaleswar Kalita, (2) Mahesh Ch. Deva Goswami

In 1968, 29 August a new committee was formed with 39 memizard

changed the rules and regulations of the formemaiti@es.
President — NarowmSattradhikar
Vice-President — SalguBattradhikar
Secretary/Treasurer — Kamal Ch. Bora.

The committee maintained and developed the follgwsnbjects with other
religious festivals. These are-

(1) To repair the roads and other valuable ass#dtise Than, (2) Boundary
wall, gate, (3) Palnam, (4) Doul Yatra and shop aratket stall for Doul Yatra and

other festivals, (5) Supply of the offering matésito the Kirtanghar, (6) Fund, (7) To

develop Akashiganga, (8) Electricity, Water Supg8), Other Festivals™

111.Bora, K (2005)Bardowa SntigranthaP:138-188.
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5.11 Harr Bhakat of Bardowf Than

(Residential devotees of Bardawhan)

For management dfhans andSattras and to preserve and diffuse theswava
culture there are some residential functionariesomeThans and sattrasvhich are
known asHari Bhakat (residential devotee).lThans and Sattras of AssamHari

Bhakatsare addressed a#tai. Atai means, according to Hemkosh Abhidhan, “A

religious devotee™?

Religious works are distributed according to tiseiniority and sincerity. Seats
are also allotted for them within ti@rttangharaccording to their functions. Devotees
who came to visit th&han should always respect thé7 Bhakat It is a belief that

wishes of devotees are fulfilledHfarr Bhakatblesses them. (Source — Jogesh Atai)

(2) To manage the different works and functionsdhare required many men
power. OnlyHarr Bhakatcannot controlled alone the works inside Tié@n campus.
So there are some persons associated with somes darid performed these duties
according to their responsibilities. Some respalisés are fixed on some devotees.
Following persons are looked after the day to dayke of theThan. (Apdx)

Executive member of thBatdraa Than Parichalana committee

(1) Sjt Paramananda Dev Mahanta —Presideattizdhikar Salaguri sattra)
(2) Sjt Debananda Deva Goswami — Vice Presidgattzdhikar Narowa Sattrg
(3) Sjt Harendra Deva Mahnta — Executive Presid@tSjt Brajen Kakoty - General

Secretary, (5) Sjt Dilip Kr Bora — Treasurer, (6) Batin Borua - Asst Secretary, (7)

112.Hemkosh88.
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Sjt Debabrata Mahanta — Reserve Seat, (8) Sjt SuBhaKhataniar — Reserve Seat
(source: Jatin Borua)

There were other 84 (Eighty four) general membédrghe Batadravi Than
parichalana committee to maintain the various fiemst and works of thélhan

smoothly. TheBardowz Than was registered under the societies Act.XXI of 1860

No.2 of 1965/66-°
President and Secretary of tBatadravi Than parichalana committee from

1958 onwards- (Apdx)

5.12 Gayan (Singer) Bayan (Instrumental player) and Sutradhira

(Director and Narrator or anchor Man) Bardowa.

To Perform Arnkiya Nat, Bhaona, Jhumug or other performing arts there is an
orchestra Party in everjhan andSatrraor Namgharof a Village. In bothSattras of
Bardowz Than there are als@ayan, Biyan andSitradhara which were also found in
the time ofSankaradeva.

ketekla ramak dyan sikhailanta
aru pali satjan
natu pachati samnitei
karila yatra subhaW(146O)114
(Ketekta and Rima were trained aéayanwith Seven assistants and five

dancers arranged to performed the ajatr

113.Source Bardowa Smritigrantha 279.
114. Ramcharan Thakugurucarit, V. 1460.
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In Bardowa Than there werefive (5) main Gayans and SevenDuharias
(assistentsyayan, five Main Bayans Sixteen (16)Duharias (assistentsBayans four
(4) Sitradharas in theSalaguri Sattra

In the Narova Sattra there were two (2) maifisayan four (4) Duharia
(assistents)Gayan and five (5) mainBayan and fourteen (14¥luharia (assistents)
Bayanand three (3putradlara.

DambarudharGayan and Upen ch. KalitaBayan of Salguri Sattra and
HemaramBayan of Narowa Sattra have trained the young generation without any
fees. Learner offeredtzhojani (Eatable objects) to the@uru with bettlenut. (source:
Upen Ch KalitaBorbayan)

From age of five years one boy can learnkhel andGit (song), The novice
also participate in th€rasarzga which was held at evening. To participate in the
Prasazga one can eat only vagitarian food.

A group of trainees under Upen ch. Kalita Bayanmfrboth Narow and
Salguri Sattrais given in the Apdx.

The trainees maintain dress code at the time ofitig is dhuti and chadar.
(source : Sanjib Bora)

They performed their performance in various ocaasian various stages.  (Photo)
5.13 Sour ces of Fund

To meet the various expenditure of f@n a huge amount was necessary. For
maintenance of théardows Than and observed the various festivals, funds are
collected from the following sources, in cash okimds.

1. Annual membership fees from the members and theriédmber fees.



8.

9.
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Donation offered by various persons and organiratio

Contributions offered by the devotees and toutisthe Kirttanghar two
Padasilas, Doul Mandir etc These are pulses, salt, Dhup, Ghee, oil,
fruits, rice, money and other materials suclGasnosly, Sarai Fan, gold
or silver material etc.

Revenue received from the temporary stalls in th&tivials e.g-Doul
Utsava , Rilnam etc

Revenue received from permanent stalls and cantegnBook Stall, Tea
—Stall, handicraft etc.

Annual Gurukar (Tax/ Tithe) from theSishyas(apostle) of bothsattra
Narowa andSalguri.

Government grant in aid. (sometimes)

Rent from guest houses.

Fees from picnic party on the bank ofakigang.

5.14 I nstitution and Or ganisation Name Related with Sankar adeva

In the hounour oSankaradeva a number of institutions and organizatames

established.Some of these are-

(1) Batadrag Sankaradeva Mahavidyalay; Bardaw

(2) Ai Kanaklati Sattriya School; Bardow

(3) Mahendra Kondolfol; Bardowa

(4) SrimantaSankaradevaGavesan Pratisthin; Bardowa

(5) SankaradevaMancha Bardova
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There are various institutions established in tlene of Sankaradeva in

different places of India-

(1) Srimanta Sankaradeva University of Health and Medical Science
(Guwahati) (Medical College University)

(2) Mahapurusi$SrimantaSankaradeva Viswavidyalay (Nagaon)

(3) SankaradevaSishu Niketan (A Sangathan under which many schools
all over Assam)

(4) SrimantaSankaradeva Kaladetra , (Guwahati)

(5) Sankaradeva Junior College (Nagaon)

(6) Sankaradeva Bat(A award offered to distinguished persons as ciltu
and literacy contributions.

(7) SrimantaSankaradeva Mission ( Nagaon —Head Quarter)

(8) SrimantaSankaradeva Chair (Punjub and other Universities)

(9) SrimantaSankaradeva Sangha (a cultural and religious orgapizpt
(10) Srimanta Sankaradeva Marg (New Delhi)

(11) Srimanta Sankaradeva Bhawan (A Guest house with Assamese

culture, Near JNU, Delhi)

(12) MahapurushSrimanta Sankaradevakalakristri Gavesana Kendra

(Jorhat)

There are some Assamese organizations Maaghars on the name of

Sankaradeva on U.S.A, U.K. Australia etc.

There is also website in the nameSafkaradeva-
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(1) http://www.atribnteto sankaradeva.org

Bardowa Than is one of the majofhans of Assam, originated tS8ankaradeva
the preacher oEka-Saraa Nam dharmand follower of new Vanavism. There are
two sattrasNarowa and Salguri belongs fourush Sahati, the subsect organized by
Sankaradeva’s grand son Purusottam Thakur. In 151&®8adeva and his friends and
families escaped to other places for outraged ofhidd and Bardow became
deserted. In 1656\i Kanaklasi, the grand daughter-in-law fankaradeva® and
Damodar Ata adopted son and nephew of Caturbhuj&urhrediscovered Bardowa
after 140 years. After that for the patronage obwhKing and help of other local

people Bardow became a famous place for Assamese\aghavaculture.

Sankaradeva was the pioneer of social development wpiiftment of the
backward society of Assam. FSenkaradeva, many of the depressed communities

received honourable place in the society. Satifika and her husband Pamanda

was the first example of }t® Sankaradeva established firkirttanghar at Bardova

and afterwards he establishi€ttittanghar or Namgharwhere he stayed at. He was the

innovator of first Assamese Pantomin(ie'hna)atrd;117 where he recognized the
dignity of labour in many waysankaradeva wanted to educate the mass people. So
he translated and transcreated many Sanskrittliteranto simple language and gave
hygienic, moral, spiritual value through these veorkankaradeva’s reformes have

great impact on the preseBardows Than and the people of Bardawand the whole

115.Sarma, S.N (2016)he Noe-vaireva Movement and Sattre Inslilution of Asdan®2.
116 Lekharu U(ed1952Katha Guru Carit P:40
117. (ibid P: 36)
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Assamese society. The people Bdrdowaz Than are calm and quite and liberal in
many ways. Now Bardaais become a world famous socio-religious centré an

pious and heritage place of Assam and Assameséegpeop



