PREFACE

| always found a deep interest in the study abbetdpiritual teachings and
literal works of Srimanta Sankaradeva. | had an opportunity of studying about
Srimanta Sankaradeva in the course work*{(lsemester) of Ph.D programme at
Mahapurusha Srimanta Sankaradeva Viswavidyalaya SWS Nagaon. After
finishing my course work, | felt to select a tofgz Ph.D. Thesis. Then | thought, the
concept of God is a baffling subject. The more shalies, the more remains to be
studied. All great philosophers have at first uetad the mystery of the self and then
moved on to the complex and unique nature of tluddy All these have encouraged
me from the very beginning. |, therefore, made upmind to investigate deeply on
this subject. It is also seen that particularlg toncepts of God, Self and Devotion in
the philosophy ofankaradeva happens to be a subject not much resezabloet. So,
| have selected a topic for my Ph.D. Thesis; teat' iA Study on the Concepts of
God, Self and Devotion in the Philosophy of Sankaradeva.”

SrimantaSankaradeva was a Neo-\éaavite saint and a great social reformer.
He was born af\lipukhuri in the Nagaon District of Assam in that time, whbee
society was in chaotic conditions. At that timd, sirts of evil practices, resulting
from Saktism, Tantricism etc. were responded in society. Themmkaradeva showed
the real spiritual path enshrined in tWedas and Upanisads to the people. In other
words, Sankaradeva reformed the society when the people weder the dark clouds

of evil religious practices.



Sankaradeva propounded his religious faith in the tlighthe Bhakti cult of
India, which is based on tHghagavata Purara. His religious faith is known as the
Neo-Vaknavism, which is open to all men irrespective ofteasreed and status.
Sankaradeva’s Neo- Vanavism is also known agka-Sarana-Hari-Nama-Dharma.

It is the religion of surrendering oneself withense and selfless devotion to One God
and that One God is Miu, Who manifests Himself in various incarnationslifierent
ages. According tcSankaradeva Minu or Krsna is the supreme God of all the
incarnations. So, complete surrender to LomdnK is the basic Principle of Neo-
Vaisnavism orEka-Sarana-Hari-Nama-Dharma.

According toSankaradeva, Ksna is the Supreme Reality of the Universe. The
soul and the matter exist in Him and these argansdble from Him. But these are not
identical with Him. This God is infinite and indeteinate, Who is the Lord of the
Universe. Regarding the soul glvatmg, Sankaradeva’'s view is that the soul or
jivatma is immutable and immortal. It is a part atsa of Lord Krsna. Though
associated with a body, the soul is distinct frowat tody.

According toSankaradevaphakti is the way to realize the Supreme Reality;
that is Ksna. Sankaradeva’s concept dbhakti gets shaped on the basis of the
Bhagavata Purana. A true bhakta is one, who is selfless and is not interested éwven
salvation or mukti. In other words, fankaradeva’s viewbhakti is superior tanukti.
According to theBhagavata Purana, there are nine kinds of bhakti, vizsravana,
kirttana, smaraza, vandana, arcana, padasevana, dasya, sakhitva and atmanivedana.
Among these nine kinds of bhaktiravanra and kirttana are the principal forms

according toSankaradeva. He lays stress on tk&ttana covering the singing and



remembering the names and the deeds of the Legdakand paying of undivided
attention to such acts, i.§ravana as the main way to realize the Lordsia. That is
why the religious faith ofankaradeva is calleBka-Sarana-Hari-Nama-Dharma.

According toSankaradeva, Lord Ina is the source of all causes and He is the
sumtotal of all effects. He is unmanifested, forsslempersonal and attributeless. This
Parama Purusa is all-powerfull, all-pervasive, omniscient, omrépent and infinite,
Who is without beginning and end.

The present study is related to the above subjécts.tried to discuss and
explain the concepts of God, Self and Devotiorhisthoughts ofankaradeva, which
is reflected in this thesis.

This thesis contains eight chapters. | have pwdad the significance of the
study, objectives, statement of the problem, mailomy, limitations of the study,
definition of some key words and chapterisatiorthia introductory chapter. In the
second chapter, the review of related literaturespriesented. The third chapter
contains the analysis of different \adic philosophers regarding the concepts of God
and Self. The fourth chapter deals with the corcept Neo-Vagnavism of
Sankaradeva and his philosophical thoughts. The fifiapter discusses the concept of
God in the philosophy dfankaradeva. The notion of the selfdva in the thoughts of
Sankaradeva is presented in the sixth chapter. In reesteapter, the concept of
devotion orbhakti and its different kinds are analysed. In the l&sapter, | have
presented the observations and conclusion of thiy st

| have collected data from primary and secondagycas like books, articles

published in different journals and magazines td&erthe present study a fruitful one.



In this thesis, | have used APA (American PsycalabiAssociation) style in
Bibliography portion. Further, |1 hope the infornmatiprovided in this thesis will pave

the way for future research activities in this doma
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