ACKNOWLEDGEMENT

Right from the beginning of my research work till the final output, I am
indebted to several scholarly minds and reputed institutions for completing my work.
Sincere gratitude to Prof. Ratul Ch. Borah, Former Registrar of Mahapurusha
Srimanta Sankaradeva Viswavidyalaya (MSSV), Nagaon, who took all the pain in
supervising my work and leading to its present stage. He not only gave the required
instruction but also provided various valuable materials. It was a very nice experience
to work under his guidance.

Heartfelt thanks to Prof. Kandarpa Kumar Deka, Hon’ble Vice-Chancellor,
MSSV for being the mentor and offering suggestions throughout. Special thanks to
Dr. Dinamoni Thakuria, Registrar (i/c), MSSV, for continuously inspiring me. I am
grateful to Prof. Indira Saikia Bora, Head, Department of Sankaradeva Studies,
MSSV, for offering constant encouragement and advice. | am especially grateful to
former Heads of the Department of Sankaradeva Studies, MSSV, Prof. Dayananda
Pathak and Prof. Maheswar Hazarika, for their constant cooperation right from
selecting the topic to progress report presentation.

| duly acknowledge the help extended to me by the Assistant Librarian and
other staffs of the Central Library, MSSV. | am also indebted to the librarians of
Krishna Kanta Handiqui Library, Gauhati University; Gurucharan Medhi Library,
Morigaon College; District Library, Morigaon; District Library, Darrang; ICHR North
East Regional Centre; Njysaswy Memorial Library, IBS, Hyderabad; Dr. Surya
Kumar Bhuyan Library, Cotton University and the District Library, Guwahati.

| am especially grateful to Dr. Sanjib Kumar Borkakoti, who not only offered

valuable suggestions during the preparation of the synopsis but also provided



important study materials. I am indebted to Mr. Nilamoni Phukan who offered
valuable advices from time to time and helped me by providing different valuable
books. Also, grateful to Mr. Narayan Saikia for providing some study materials and
regularly asking about the progress of the work. I am particularly thankful to Mr.
Pulak Nath, who helped me in collecting the scientific names.

| am obliged to my friends and colleagues. Particularly, thankful to Mr. Ajit
Konwar, who critically analyzed my work at different point of time and extended
valuable suggestions whenever required. Besides, he was kind enough to offer the
printing facility throughout the work. I am also grateful to Dr. Manoj Kumar Das for
his help and advice in the entire work. Special thanks to Mr. Paragjyoti Mahanta and
Mr. Achyut Kr. Das who accompanied me in field study. Heartfelt thanks to all the
co-research scholars of the Department of Sankaradeva Studies, MSSV, for their
constant inspirations and valuable discussions.

| offer my sincere gratitude to all the respondents, who provided vital
information during the investigation. Finally, without the constant support of my wife,
Namita Sarma, this work would not have been completed. She shouldered all the

responsibility of our family and relieved me for study. | whole heartedly thank her.

Date: (Chandan Sharma)

Place: Research Scholar (Ph.D.)



